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MESSAGE 


FROM  THE  GOVERNOR, 

TRASSAfITTlXG  THB 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CANAL  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  : 


Gentlemen  : 


I  have  received  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  their  an¬ 
nual  report  and  accompanying  documents,  giving  a  view  of  the  works 
of  internal  improvement,  and  the  various  transactions  connected  with 
that  subject,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  November  last, 
which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  regard  this  document,  under  existing  circumstances,  as  the  most 
important  which  it  has  been  my  province  to  communicate  since  my 
induction  into  office,  and  cannot  too  earnestly  commend  its  recom¬ 
mendations  to  your  early  and  careful  consideration. 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg ,  Jan.  19,  1843. 


DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

CANAL  COMMISSIONERS. 


Canal  Commissioners’  "Room,  > 
Harrisburg,  Jan.  4,  1843.  $ 

His  Excellency  David  R.  Porter, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir  : — By  order  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  yon  their  annua]  report,  for  the  year  ending 
30th  of  November,  1842,  together  with  the  accompanying  docu¬ 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  BUTLER. 


The  Canal  Commissioners  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report,  on  the  condition  of  the  several  lines  of  canal  and  railroad 
in  Pennsylvania,  under  their  charge  : 

At  the  time  of  making  their  last  annual  report,  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  had  every  reason  to  anticipate  an  increase  of  business  upon 
our  improvements.  Subsequently  however  to  the  publication  of  that 
report,  and  before  the  period  for  commencing  business  last  spring,  it 
was  found  that  the  depression  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country  continued  to  increase,  which  has  diminished,  and  much  em¬ 
barrassed  the  mercantile  operations  of  the  community,  and  disap¬ 
pointed  the  hopes  which  were  then  entertained.  This  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency  and  exchanges,  which 
must  necessarily  and  inevitably  have  a  deleterious  influence,  by  limit¬ 
ing  and  curtailing  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  our  eastern  com¬ 
mercial  cities  and  the  manufacturing  cities  and  towns  of  the  west. 
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The  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  in  an  especial  manner  have, 
in  every  department  of  their  business,  experienced  the  effects  of  this, 
derangement,  and  depending,  as  the  trade  and  business  of  the  main 
lines  of  our  improvements  do,  upon  the  successful  enterprize  and 
prosperous  efforts  of  those  cities,  the  diminution  of  business  and  in¬ 
tercourse  between  them  is  thus  accounted  for. 

It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  receipts  on 
western  products  going  east,  exceed  those  of  the  antecedent  year ; 
thus  limiting  the  decrease  of  shipments  to  goods  and  merchandize 
purchased  in  eastern  markets  and  sent  westward.  In  addition  to  this, 
it  is  a  matter  of  gratification  and  encouragement  to  be  able  to  state 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  revenues  upon  the  Delaware  and 
North  Branch  canals,  over  those  of  the  previous  year. 

It  may  be  stated  in  relation  to  the  future  productiveness  of  our  ira-~ 
provements,  that  the  experiments  made  during  the  past  year  with  light 
draft  streamers  on  the  Ohio  river,  is  particularly  worthy  of  notice,  as 
giving  assurance  that,  during  the  dryest  seasons,  and  lowest  stages  of 
water,  the  navigation  of  that  river  can  be  kept  up  to  an  adequate  ex¬ 
tent,  and  relied  upon  as  furnishing  at  all  times  the  means  of  supply¬ 
ing  our  canals  with  the  products  of  the  west,  which  are  designed  for 
an  eastern  market. 

As  to  the  particular  prospects  of  the  ensuing  year,  much  will  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  certainty  of  ample  preparations  being  made  for  the 
prompt  conveyance  over  our  railroads  of  the  numerous  section  boats 
which  have  been  built  by  individuals  who  are  preparing  to  embark  in 
this  new  enterprize. 

Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
the  Canal  Commissioners  have  directed  contracts  to  be  made  with 
sundry  responsible  persons  for  eighteen  sets  of  new  trucks  of  four 
sections  each,  ten  sets  of  which  are  to  be  placed  upon  the  Columbia, 
and  eight  sets  upon  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  made  arrangements  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  necessary  slips  and  inclined  planes  at  Columbia,  Hollidays- 
burg  and  Johnstown.  Several  sets  of  trucks  are  already  completed, 
and,  from  the  reports  of  our  engineer,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  whole  work  preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  this  new  sys¬ 
tem  will  be  finished  by  the  opening  of  liie  spring  navigation,  and  that 
a  formidable  competition  through  the  means  of  the  section  boats  built 
and  managed  by  individuals  and  independent  owners,  will  then  com¬ 
mence. 

The  experiment  already  made  by  the  portable  boats,  clearly  proves 
that  the  requisite  facilities  of  planes,  slips  and  trucks,  are  alone 
wanted  to  awaken  a  spirit  of  enterprize  among  the  citizens,  and  to 
produce  an  amount  of  individual  competition  in  the  carrying  business, 
that  will  give  a  new  and  powerful  impulse  to  the  whole  business  of 
transportation  upon  our  public  improvements.  This  is  what  is  re¬ 
quired — not  merely  to  change,  but  to  cheapen  and  extend  the  means 
mid  facilities  of  doing  business,  and  to  throw  open  the  door  to  a  free 
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and  equal  competition.  If  we  can  accomplish  this,  the  known  epint 
of  industry  and  enterprize  of  our  citizens  may  be  relied  upon  for  ren¬ 
dering  our  public  works,  what  they  were  originally  designed  to  be,  a 
source  ol  revenue  to  the  Commonwealth,  a  public  blessing,  and  a 
general  good. 

Among  the  advantages  of  this  new  plan  of  transportation,  may  be 
enumerated  the  certainty  with  which  men  of  small  capital  can  embark 
in  it,  and  become  carriers  without  the  danger  of  being  “  run  off”  by 
a  combination  of  large  capitalists  and  companies,  who  alone,  under 
the  old  system,  could  keep  up  a  sufficient  stock  to  enable  them  to 
form  lines  from  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg.  The  small  cost  of  a  boat 
and  horse  will  enlist  industrious  laboring  men,  who,  as  they  are  lim¬ 
ited  in  their  means,  will,  in  order  to  improve  their  condition,  carry 
goods  and  products  at  fair  prices,  and  be  satisfied  with  moderate 
profits.  Now  such  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of  such  men,  must 
necessarily,  and  will,  ahnost  immediately,  enlist  in  favor  of  this  sys¬ 
tem,  the  direct  and  active  influence  of  trading  men  generally.  Not 
only  the  traders  and  merchants  of  the  intermediate  towns  on  the  line 
of  our  improvements  will  see  and  embrace  the  advantages  of  it,  but 
also  the  commission  and  wholesale  merchants  both  in  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg  will  have  especial  inducements  to  encourage  and  sus¬ 
tain  it ;  for  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  to  supercede  an  exclusive  system, 
which  has  been  alike  injurious  to  business  interests,  and  to  the  state. 
Now  let  it  become  generally  known,  that  a  choice  of  safe  and  good 
section  boats  is  to  be  presented  to  them,  which  will  be  owned  and 
managed  by  competent  and  responsible  men,  and  it  will  be  the  obvious 
interest  of  all  merchants  and  shippers  to  favor  and  foster  them — and 
the  advantages  which  this  new  system  of  competition  will  present, 
cannot  fail  soon  to  overcome  that  reluctant  delicacy  which  has  in¬ 
duced  the  business  community  to  submit  hitherto  to  a  monopoly 
which  has  been  as  detrimental  to  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
prosperity  of  our  eastern  and  western  cities,  as  to  the  public  at  large. 

The  prospects  of  trade  upon  the  main  lines  of  our  improvements, 
we  conceive  to  be  infinitely  better  than  they  have  been  at  any  former 
period  since  their  completion.  The  great  drawback  upon  canal  ship¬ 
ments,  and  the  principal  obstruction  to  the  increase  of  business  upon 
our  public  works  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  an  erroneous  system 
which  is  onerously  expensive  to  the  transporter.  Whether  this  be 
chargeable  originally  to  the  mixed  character  of  the  works,  or  to  a 
want  of  foresight  in  the  carriers  themselves,  it  is  perhaps  not  our 
province  to  judge,  nor  is  it  necessary  now  to  enquire.  But  observa¬ 
tion  and  experience  have  rendered  it  manifest,  that  the  heavy  invest¬ 
ments  of  capital  by  companies,  and  ihe  consequent  adoption  of  an 
expensive  mode  of  transportation,  resulted  in  the  exclusion  of  nearly 
all  competition,  and  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a  system  which  has 
controlled  the  business  upon  our  improvements,  and  held  in  complete 
subjection  every  other  interest  connected  with  them.  The  truth  of 
this  is  exemplified  in  the  whole  course  and  history  of  our  carrying 
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trade.  Its  annual  increase,  though  uniform,  under  equally  favorable 
circumstances,  bears  no  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population  and 
the  progressive  improvement  of  those  towns  and  regions  on  the  Ohio 
and  its  tributaries,  to  the  business  of  which  the  Pennsylvania  route, 
from  its  facilities  of  access  and  location,  is  justly  entitled. 

The  great  amount  and  expense  of  the  stock  required  to  transport 
goods  upon  our  railroads — the  expensive  ware-houses — the  com¬ 
plex  and  costly  machinery — the  numerous  clerks  and  agents  incident 
thereto ;  together  with  the  delay  and  labor  of  transhipment  of  goods 
&c.,  have  altogether  required  such  a  number  of  men,  and  such  an 
amount  of  means,  as  to  exclude  competition,  and  has  heretofore  given 
to  companies  formed  of  heavy  capitalists,  an  almost  exclusive  con¬ 
trol  over  the  business  of  the  entire  main  line.  Nor  was  it  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  that,  being  as  they  virtually  were,  the  exclusive  occupants  of 
the  public  works,  they  would  even  permit  the  exigencies  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  demands  of  trade,  or  the  pressure  of  the  times, 
so  to  modify  their  operations  as  to  produce  injury  and  prejudice  to 
their  own  immediate  interests.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  attempts  on  the 
part  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  to  produce  an  increase  of  business 
upon  our  improvements,  by  frequent  and  liberal  reductions  in  the 
rates  of  toll,  have  always  failed  to  produce  any  corresponding  reduc¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  transporter,  and  of  course  but  a  slight  increase 
in  the  trade  passing  over  our  improvements. 

Under  circumstances  so  adverse  to  the  interests  of  trade,  and  which 
have  been  so  prejudicial  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  in  the  belief 
that,  while  they  continue  to  exist,  it  is  utterly  vain  and  hopeless  to 
expect  to  benefit  the  public,  or  to  increase  the  revenues  of  the  state ; 
we  consider  the  truck  bill  of  the  last  session,  which  has  enabled  the 
Canal  Commissioners  to  supply  the  means  of  taking  section  boats 
over  our  railroads,  and  to  induce  extensive  individual  competition  in 
the  business  of  transporting,  and  the  suppression  of  a  combination  of 
carriers  by  public  prosecution  and  conviction,  as  the  first  and  most 
effectual  step  toward  a  salutary  reform,  and  as  the  only  source  to 
which  we  can  look  for  remedy  and  relief  against  the  evils  of  the 
present  system. 

The  travel  upon  our  public  improvements  is  a  subject  of  great  in¬ 
terest  and  importance,  to  secure  which,  we  have  to  contend  against  a 
powerful  rival,  and  by  a  loss  of  which,  we  should  be  seriously  anti 
greatly  injured.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  is  now  finished 
to  Cumberland,  and  the  travel  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling  is  more 
rapid  and  expeditious  than  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroads  and  canals. 
Besides  this,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  extraordinary  efforts  and 
means  are  now  used  at  Baltimore  and  Wheeling  to  prevent  travellers 
from  reaching  Philadelphia  or  Pittsburg,  naturally  concluding  that  if 
they  can  be  intercepted  at  those  places,  they  will  pass  over  the  Cum¬ 
berland,  instead  of  the  Pennsylvania  route.  This  state  of  things 
should  induce  us  to  exert  all  proper  means  to  cheapen  the  fare,  and  to 
reduce  the  expenses  of  travel  upon  our  line  of  improvements. 
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We  deem  this  subject  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  State 
whether  we  view  it  in  relation  to  the  revenues  to  be  derived  imme¬ 
diately  from  travellers,  or  whether  we  look  to  it  as  a  means  of  induc¬ 
ing  merchants,  traders  and  capitalists,  to  seek  a  market  for  their  pro¬ 
ducts,  and  to  make  their  purchases  in  the  two  great  cities  at  the  east¬ 
ern  and  western  extremities  of  our  improvements.  It  is  sincerely  to 
be  regretted  that  there  has  not  been  such  legislative  action  upon  this 
subject,  as  would  have  enabled  the  State  to  place  cars  upon  the  rad- 
roads,  and  by  carrying  the  passengers  in  her  own  cars  to  make  such 
regulations,  by  reducing  the  price  of  fare  and  offering  such  tempting 
inducements  to  the  travelling  community,  as  would  have  suited  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  and  the  emergency  of  the  Commonwealth,, 
Heretofore  companies  of  individuals  have  united  to  stock  our  roads 
with  cars,  and  the  State  has  had  but  little  influence  in  reonlating  the 
tare  upon  passengers,  or  in  controlling  their  operations  ;°and  unfor¬ 
tunately,  she  has  received  comparatively  but  little  profit,  so  far  as 
the  travel  is  concerned,  on  the  immense  amount  of  capital  which 
>he  has  expended  in  their  construction  and  management.  The  esti¬ 
mated  and  probable  cost  of  the  eighty-two  miles  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Columbia  railroad,  including  engines,  depots,  machinery,  sta¬ 
tionary  power,  &c.,  is  over  four  millions  of  dollars,  while  the  entire 
cost  to  furnish  all  the  cars_  for  carrying  the  passengers  is  less  than 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  ^Notwithstanding  this  monstrous  discrep¬ 
ance,  the  State,  after  furnishing  the  engines,  fuel,  stationary  power, 
engines,  firemen,  agents,  despatchers,  hitchers,  switch  tenders,  (fee,, 
has  received  less  than  one-half  that  has  been  charged  upon  the  pas¬ 
sengers  travelling  over  that  road.  The  fare  upon  each  passenger  to 
Columbia  has  been  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  of  which  the 
State  has  received  only  one  dollar  and  sixty-four  cents,  the  compa¬ 
nies  having  received  the  balance.  However  strikingly  dispropor¬ 
tionate  this  may  appear,  we  believe  that  the  disparity's  still  greater 
upon  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad.  On  that  section  of  our  im¬ 
provements,  there  is  thirty-six  miles  of  double  track,  ten  inclined 
planes,  two  stationary  engines  at  each  plane,  and  the  cost  of  keep¬ 
ing  which  in  repair,  including  ropes,  locomotives,  horse-powerr 
depots,  engineers,  agents  and  men  to  work  and  keep  up  the  road, 
renders  it  probably  the  most  expensive  railroad  of  its  extent  in  the 
world  ;  while  the  whole  amount  required  to  stock  it  with  cars  suffi¬ 
cient  for  all  the  travel  that  passes  it,  cannot  exceed  from  four  thousand 
to  six  thousand  dollars.  Yet,  the  price  of  fare  charged  on  each 
passenger  passing  over  it  has  been  two  dollars,  of  which  the  State 
receives  as  her  proportion,  only  seventy-eight  cents ! 

To  change  the  system  of  carrying  passengers,  and  to  approximate 
as  nearly  to  that  which  should  be  adopted,  if  the  passeno-er  car* 
were  owned  by  the  State  ;  and  to  get  the  power  of  limiting  the  as¬ 
sessments  on  passengers,  and  to  effect  a  reduction  in  the  rate*  of  fare 
were  objects  which  the  Board  deemed  to  be  indispensable,  in  order 
to  increase  the  travel  upon  our  improvements,  and  to  retain  even  that 
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which  we  have  already.  And  they  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state, 
that  they  have  made  such  arrangements,  as  will  effectually  change 
the  system,  and  certainly  produce  a  greater  revenue,  establish  regu¬ 
lar  and  uniform  rates,  and  effect  a  great  reduction  in  the  price  of 
fare  upon  all  passengers  travelling  from  city  to  city  upon  our  canals 
and  railroads. 

A  contract  has  been  made  with  responsible  individuals  to  supply 
the  cars,  and  to  carry  passengers  over  the  Philadelphia  and  Colum¬ 
bia  railroad  for  one  year,  at  thirty-six  cents  for  each  through-passen¬ 
ger,  the  contractors  to  be  at  the  expense  of  all  the  depots,  offices, 
collectors,  clerks  and  agents  to  attend  them  ;  and  they  have  entered 
into  bonds  in  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  fulfilment  of  their 
contract. 

Arrangements  are  also  in  progress,  by  which  it  is  expected  to 
make  still  greater  proportionate  reductions  in  the  price  of  fare  upon 
the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  and  at  the  same  time  to  derive  a 
greater  amount  of  revenue  from  the  passengers  upon  each  of  these 
roads  than  has  ever  before  been  received 

By  the  plan  contemplated,  and  the  agreement  entered  into,  it  is 
stipulated  and  agreed,  that  the  fare  on  through-passengers  shall  be 
only  two  dollars  on  the  Columbia  railroad,  one  dollar  on  the  Har¬ 
risburg  and  Lancaster  railroad,  and  one  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents 
on  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  and  that  the  charge  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  upon  each  passenger,  shall  not  exceed  ten  dollars  from  city  to 
city.  By  such  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  fare  from  those  paid  dur¬ 
ing  former  years,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  a  considerable 
increase  of  travel  upon  our  improvements.  But  in  any  event, 
whether  we  have  less  or  more,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  our  ar¬ 
rangements  are  such  that  the  State  will  derive  hereafter  a  greater 
revenue  from  any  given  number  of  travellers  that  shall  pass  over  her 
improvements,  than  she  has  ever  before  received. 

Every  exertion  lias  been  made  during  the  year  to  reduce  the  expen¬ 
ditures  on  the  finished  lines  to  the  lowest  standard,  compatible  with 
the  security  of  the  works,  and  the  necessary  facilities  of  transporta¬ 
tion.  The  offices  of  weigh-master  at  Easton,  Portsmouth  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  have  been  abolished,  and  their  duties  transferred  to  the  col¬ 
lectors  at  those  places.  The  collectors’  offices  at  Downingtown, 
Wilkesbarre  and  Franklin,  being  considered  no  longer  necessary  or 
useful,  have  been  closed.  The  number  of  supervisors,  whose  duties 
extend  ever  about  eight  hundred  miles  of  canals  and  railroads,  have 
been  reduced  to  thirteen.  The  number  of  foremen,  labourers  and 
lock-keepers,  have  also  been  considerably  reduced,  and  positive  in¬ 
structions  given  to  the  disbursing  officers  to  observe  the  strictest 
economy  in  all  their  expenditures.  The  effect  of  these  reductions 
will  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  the  unusual  depression  of 
trade,  the  receipts  from  tolls  exhibit  a  gratifying  balance  over  all  the 
expenses  of  repairs,  supervision,  collection,  <fcc.  It  is  not,  however, 
the  intention  of  the  Board  to  stop  short  at  the  point  at  present  at- 


11 


tained.  Guided  by  the  lights  of  experience,  they  trust  that  during 
the  ensuing  year,  such  further  retrenchments  may  be  made' as  wiU 

Pr°  nn0  n  ^  “'P*'*/,.  that  the  improvements  of  the  Common: 
wealth  will  become,  in  addition  to  their  acknowledged  public  utilitv 
and  conyemence  a  profitable  source  of  revenue  to  the  Treasury  * 
e  finished  lines  are  now  m  good  navigable  condition,  andf  aside 
from  unforeseen  breaches,  they  can  be  maintained  in  proper  ordeTfor 
transportation,  at  an  expense  which  will  not  exceed  the  demands  for 
ordinary  repairs,  and  the  natural  decay  of  the  materials  of  which  the 
perishable  portions  of  the  works  are  constructed.  A  portion  of 
two  appropriations  made  at  the  last  session,  amounting  together  to 
the  sum  o  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  waTa£ 
portioned  by  the  officers  to  whom  the  Legislature  gave  control  oZ 

he  fund,  to  the  payment  of  debts  for  repairs  contracted  nr  or  to 
the  passage  of  these  appropriations.  p  W 

The  change  of  officers  on  the  several  lines,  the  dispensing  with 
he  services  ot  some,  and  the  necessary  enlargement  of  the  ufrisdic- 
uon  of  others,  have  rendered  it  impracticable  to  make  a  correct  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  cos,  oi  repairs  for  the  whole  year  just  ended  It  i* 
proper  however,  to  observe,  that  this  impracticability  arises  from 
lie  fact,  t.i at  the  repairs  attne  commencement  of  the  year  were  made 
on  credi.,  and  that  the  officers  wffio  were  superseded,  or  whose  s»r 
vices  were  dispensed  with,  were  not  able  from  want  of  funds  m  the 
Treasury  to  settle  up  the  claims  which  had  accrued  during  their  s’u 
pervtsmu.  Measures  were,  however,  taken  to  cause  an  accoun  to  be 
kept  by  each  Supervisor  of  the  exact  cost  of  repairs  on  his  line 

fitfyeT  °m  th?  flrSt  °f  March  laat !°  end  ofihe 

These  officers  have  furnished  the  Board  with  detailed  statements 
their  expenditures  and  liabilities  for  repairs  for  the  nine  months 

just  mentioned,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  whole  cost  of  renairs 
tor  that  penod  amount  to  $164,526  30.  * 

As  the  information  may  be  useful  to  the  Legislature  in  its  future 
action  m  relation  to  the  public  works,  the  Board  have  considered  ft 
proper  to  present  a  separate  statement  of  the  receipts  of  each  division 
or  the  whole  year,  and  its  expenditures  for  nine  months,  commencing 
on  the  first  of  March,  and  ending  with  the  SOth  of  November  last.^ 

.  he  ru$mess  on  the  Delaware  Division ,  notwithstanding  the  non- 
completion  Ot  the  repairs  to  the  upper  works  of  the  Lehigh  Naviga¬ 
tion  company,  exhibits  a  large  increase  over  the  previous  yea-  The 

tolls  received  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  cf  November,  1842 
are  as  follows:  * 
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At  Easton, 

$75,432  01 

New  Hope, 

4,695  61 

Bristol, 

14,331  46 

Total  in  1842, 

$94,459  08 

“  1841, 

59,654  88 

Increase  over  1841, 

$34,804  20 

The  expenditures  on  the  same  line  for  all 

purposes  from  the 

of  March  to  the  1st  of  December,  1842,  were 

as  follows: 

Repairs, 

$16,533  14 

Supervisors’  pay, 

681  50 

Lock-keepers’  pay, 

3,597  00 

Collectors’  pay, 

1,485  00 

Clerk  hire, 

434  00 

House  rent,  stationary,  &c. 

814  47 

Total  expenses  for  nine  months, 

$23,545  11 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  making  a  very  liberal  allowance  for 
the  cost  of  repairs  for  the  three  months  not  included  in  the  statement, 
the  Delaware  Division,  in  a  year,  too,  of  unusual  depression,  has 
yielded  an  interest  on  the  cost  of  its  construction  of  near  live  per  cent. 
The  ensuing  year,  will,  it  is  believed,  give  a  still  larger  profit.  The 
repairs  to  the  upper  works  of  the  Lehigh  Navigation  company  will 
be  completed  by  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  which  will  afford  an 
unobstructed  outlet  to  a  large  amount  of  coal,  lumber,  &c.  which  was 
locked  up  during  the  past  year  by  the  suspension  of  navigation. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Columbia 
and  Philadelphia  railroad ,  furnishes  a  detailed  and  satisfactory  state¬ 
ment  of  the  operations  on  that  important  portion  of  the  public  works 
since  the  first  of  March  last.  A  system  of  economy  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  supervisory  and  disbursing  departments,  which,  in  its 
effects,  cannot  fad  to  convince  the  Legislature  that  the  road  may  al¬ 
ways  be  made  to  yield  a  fair  interest  upon  the  cost  of  its  construction. 
Notwithstanding  the  road  and  motive  power  tolls  for  1842  fall  $74,- 
280  61,  short  of  the  receipts  of  1841;  yet  the  accounts  of  the  Su¬ 
perintendent,  which  have  been  made  up  with  much  care,  and  into 
the  correctness  of  which  he  invites  the  strictest  scrutiny,  exhibit  an 
excess  of  receipts  over  the  expenditures,  and  all  liabilities  incurred, 
of  $174,097  20,  for  the  nine  months  commencing  on  the  first  of 
March,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  November,  1842.  It  will  be  seen 
that  no  portion  of  this  excess  has  been  produced  by  the  consumption 
of  old  stock,  as  the  estimates  show  that  the  aggregate  stock  on  hand 
on  the  30th  of  November,  was  much  larger  than  it  was  on  the  first  of 
March.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  profits  of  the  road  will  be 
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much  increased  during  the  coming  season,  by  the  increase  of  busi¬ 
ness  consequent  upon  the  introduction  of  the  truck  system,  and  the 
manifest  advantages  which  the  Commonwealth  must  derive  from  the 
new  arrangements  made  for  carrying  passengers. 

The  excess  ol  motive  power  receipts  over  the  expenditures  has 
been  principally  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  motive  power  debts, 
contracted  prior  to  the  1st  of  March  last. 

The  road  is  in  excellent  order  and  the  Superintendent  estimates 
the  amount  required  for  repairs  for  the  next  year,  (1843,)  at 
$48,300  00.  J  V  ' 

The  following  statement  shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  nine  months  referred  to : 


Cost  of  repairs  of  road  from  March  1st  to  April  1st, 
do  do  do  April  1st  to  Nov.  30, 
Expenses  of  motive  power  from  March  1st  to  Novem¬ 
ber  30, 

Expenses  of  collectors  and  weighmasters, 


$3,730  00 
37,047  97 

86,762  48 
4,959  00 


Total  expenses, 


$132,499  45 


Receipts  of  road  toll  from  March  1st  to  April  1st, 
do  do  do  April  1st  to  Nov.  30, 
Receipts  of  motive  power  from  March  1st  to  Nov.  30, 


$15,483  54| 
133,885  35 
157,227  76 


Total  receipts,  306,596  65$ 

Deduct  expenses  as  above,  132,499  45 


Total  profits  for  nine  months,  $174,097  20| 


The  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  Eastern  and 
Juniata  divisions  of  the  canal ,  extending  from  Columbia  to  Holli- 
daysburg,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  miles,  have 
been  combined  for  the  reason  that  the  supervisorship  of  the  East¬ 
ern  extends  over  a  portion  of  the  Juniata  division,  which  renders 
it  inconvenient  to  the  officer  to  separate  his  expenses  on  the  two  lines. 
The  receipts  on  these  two  divisions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  No¬ 
vember  30,  1842,  is  as  follows: 


Columbia, 

Portsmouth, 

Harrisburg, 

Newport, 

Lewistown, 
Huntingdon, 
Hollidaysburg, 
Columbia  outlet  locks, 
Swatara  bridge, 


$69,717  31 
8,220  41 
20,778  39 
3,730  83 
10,631  51 
6,709  77 
64,600  61 
7,431  62  » 
525  53 


'Portsmouth  outlet  locks, 

1,533  35 

Duncan’s  Island  bridge, 

1,847  46 

luniata  aqueduct, 

53  37 

$195,780  16 

The  whole  expenditures  and  liabilities  on  the  same  lines  from  the 
let  of  March  to  the  30th  of  November,  1842,  are  as  follows: 


Repairs, 

$24,272 

12 

Lockkeepers’  pay, 

12,420 

00 

Supervisors*  pay, 

Collectors’  pay, 

2,062 

50 

3,397 

50 

"Weighmaster’s  pay, 

405 

00 

Clerk  hire, 

1,530 

00 

House  rent,  stationary,  Sic. 

985 

00 

$45,072 

12 

The  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  of  the  Allegheny  Por¬ 
tage  railroad,  who  acts  also  as  supervisor  of  repairs,  reports  the  road, 
in  all  its  departments,  to  be  in  good  condition.  The  excess  of  mo¬ 
tive  power  receipts  over  the  expenditures  of  the  year  is  $7,543  95  ; 
and  the  excess  of  motive  power  and  railway  receipts  over  the  expen¬ 
ditures  and  liabilities  for  the  same  period  is  $27,729  77.  The  con¬ 
tract  system  which  has  been  adopted  in  making  repairs  to  the  road 
way,  is  found  to  answer  a  good  purpose,  and  produces  an  annual 
saving  to  the  Commonwealth,  when  compared  with  the  old  method 
of  employing  foremen  and  hands  by  the  day.  For  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  of  the  operations  of  the  road,  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

As  it  is  a  matter  of  public  interest,  and  one  which  concerns  the 
character  of  our  improvements,  the  commissioners  deem  it  their  duty 
to  state,  in  relation  to  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  there  is  an  elevation  of  some  fourteen  hundred  feet  to  be 
overcome  in  passing  the  mountains^  and  although  generally  there  is 
entertained  some  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  travellers  and  security 
of  property,  yet  no  accident,  or  losses  of  a  serious  nature  have  occurred 
upon  it  for  a  long  period.  The  system  of  management  has  become 
so  familiar  and  perfect  that  few  accidents  occur  to  persons  and  pro¬ 
perty  in  being  conveyed  over  it ;  and  at  this  time,  the  ascent  and  de¬ 
scent  of  the  several  inclined  planes,  and  indeed  the  entire  passage  of 
that  road,  are  as  secure  and  free  from  risk,  as  that  of  any  railroad  of 
the  same  extent  in  the  country. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  of 
November,  1842, are  exhibited  in  the  following  statement: 
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Expenses  of  motive  power, 

“  repair  department, 

Collectors’  salary,  clerk  hire,  stationary, 
printing,  &c. 


$70,427  33 
23,295  65 

2,805  35 


Total  expenses  for  the  year, 


$96,528  63 


RECEIPTS  AT  JOHNSTOWN  AND  HOLLIDAYSBURG. 


Motive  power  tolls, 
Railway  tolls, 


$77,971  18 
46,287  22 


Total  receipts  in  1842, 
Deduct  expenses  as  above, 


$124,258  40 
96,528  63 


Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  and  liabilities 
for  1842, 


$27,739  77 


The  Western  division  has  been  maintained  in  good  navigable  cru¬ 
der  during  the  year,  at  a  greatly  reduced  expense,  and  it  is  believed,, 
that,  should  no  unforeseen  accidents  occur,  the  amount  required  for 
the  repair  of  the  line  in  1843,  will  not  exceed  the  expenditures  of 

1842. 

The  receipts  of  this  line  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30th  of  No* 
vember,  1842,  were  as  follows  : 


Johnstown,  $37,607  97 

Blairsville*  1  777  ko 

Freeport,  ££J  96 

Pittsburg,  42,465  46 

Pittsburg  aqueduct,  (573  qq 

Kiskiminetas  “  228  43 


Total  receipts  for  the  year,  $85,449  42 


i-st  of  March  to  the  30th  of  November,  1842,  were 

For  repairs  and  supervisors’  pay,  $13,480  09 

Lock-keepers’  pay,  8,044  09 

Collectors’  “  ,  .  2,272  50 

Weighmaster’s  “  405  00 

Clerk  hire,  1,340  50 

House  rent,  stationary,  &c.  537  82 


Total  expenditures  and  liabilities  for  nine  months,  $26,080  00 
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The  Beaver ,  Shenango  and  French  Creek  divisions ,  are  placed 
«r>der  the  charge  of  one  Supervisor.  Owing  to  the  unfinished  condi- 
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tion  of  the  Erie  Extension,  these  lines  cannot  be  expected  to  yield  a 
revenue  equal  to  the  necessary  expenditures,  until  such  time  as  a 
communication  may  be  opened  with  the  harbor  of  Erie.  During  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  November,  1842,  the  collections  were 


At  Franklin, 
Bridgewater, 
The  junction, 


$  308  38 
3,957  11 
2,427  50 


Total  in  1842,  $6,692,99 


Whilst  the  expenditures  were  as  follows,  for  the  nine  months, 
ending  November  30th,  1842  : 

Repairs  French  creek  Feeder, 

Franklin  line, 

Shenango  line, 

Beaver  division, 

Lock-keepers’  pay,  Beaver  division, 

Lock-keepers’  pay,  Shenango  line, 

Collectors’  salary,  clerk  hire,  stationary,  &c. 

Total  expenditures  and  liabilities  for  the  nine 

months,  $11,254  49 


For  a  particular  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Beaver  division, 
the  Shenango  line,  French  Creek  Feeder,  and  the  Franklin  line  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  able  report  of 
the  experienced  and  efficient  officer  who  now  has  them  in  charge. — 
This  report  will  be  found  to  contain  information  which  will  be  useful 
and  necessary,  should  the  Legislature  take  any  action  upon  the  sub¬ 
jects  to  which  it  refers. 

For  convenience,  as  well  as  from  the  connection  of  the  lines,  the 
Susquehanna  division,  extending  from  Duncan’s  Island  to  Northum¬ 
berland,  and  the  North  and  West  Branch  divisions  are  embraced  in 
the  same  statement.  The  collections  during  the  year,  ending  the  30th 
of  November,  1842,  were 


At  Liverpool, 

$  6,925  75 

Northumberland, 

20,117  14 

Williamsport, 

5,097  52 

Dunnstown, 

9,517  24 

Wilkesbarre, 

10,194  18 

Berwick, 

24,260  31 

Total  receipts  for  the  year, 

$76,112  14 

The  expenditures  for  the  nine  months,  ending  the  30th  Novembe 
1842,  were  as  follows: 

$2,145  70 
33  50 
1,724  26 
4,500  00 
1,332  00 
324  00 
1,195  03 
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Repairs, 

Lock-keepers’  pay, 
Collectors’  “ 

Weighmaster’s  “ 
Supervisors’  “ 

Clerk  hire, 

House  rent,  stationary,  &c. 


$43,587  55 
3,814  00 
2,740  00 
450  00 
3,437  50 
360  00 
677  85 


$55,066  90 


Detailed  statements  have  thus  been  given  of  the  receipts  for  the 
year,  and  the  expenditures  of  every  description  for  nine  months,  on 
the  several  lines  of  canal  and  railroad.  As  a  matter  of  easier  refer¬ 
ence,  the  following  abstract  of  these  statements  is  presented: 


Lines. 

Tolls  collected 

Expenditures  and 

Main  line  from  Philadelphia  to 

in  1842. 

liabilities  for  nine 

months,  ending 

Pittsburg,  viz : 

Nov.  30th,  1842. 

Columbia  railroad, 

$357,461  50 

$132,499  45 

Eastern  and  Juniata  divisions. 

195,780  16 

45,072  12 

Portage  railroad, 

324,258  40 

*96,528  63 

Western  division, 

85,449  42 

26,080  00 

Total  for  main  line, 

$762,949  48 

$300,180  20 

Delaware  division, 

$94,459  08 

23,545  11 

Susquehanna  and  North  and 

West  Branch  divisions, 

Beaver,  Shenango  and  French 

76,112  14 

55,066  90 

Creek  divisions, 

6,692  99 

11,254  49 

$940,213  69 

Deduct  drawbacks, 

19,714  27 

Total  receipts, 

$920,499  42 

$390,046  70 

Deduct  expenses  for  nine  months, 

390,046  70 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures,  $530,452  72 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  after  making  a  very  liberal  allowance  for 
expenses  for  the  three  months  not  embraced  in  the  above  statement, 
and  taking  into  consideration  the  depression  which  has  pervaded  all 
branches  of  business,  the  finished  lines,  especially  the  Delaware 
division,  and  the  mainline  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  have  yield¬ 
ed  a  handsome  profit  upon  the  cost  of  their  construction.  The  ex- 

[*Note. — The  expenses  of  the  Portage  railroad,  as  given  above,  are  for  the 
whole  year.] 
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cess  of  the  receipts  for  the  year  over  the  expenses  for  nine  months  on 
the  main  lines,  is  $462,769  28;  and  on  the  Delaware  division,  $70,- 
913  97.  The  other  navigable  lines,  being  but  portions  of  unfinished 
works,  cannot  be  expected  to  compare  in  the  result  of  their  opera¬ 
tions  with  the  completed  sections  of  the  public  improvements.  It 
should  be  observed  in  making  an  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  three 
months  excluded  from  the  tables  which  have  been  given,  that  during 
the  suspension  of  navigation,  the  items  of  lock-keepers’  pay,  station¬ 
ary,  printing,  postage,  &c.  are  materially  reduced,  when  compared 
with  the  navigable  months,  and  that  no  clerk  hire  should  be  included, 
except  at  the  offices  at  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  and  Columbia. 

The  results  of  the  business  operations  of  the  fiscal  year  just  ended, 
afford  the  strongest  grounds  for  the  belief,  that  with  prudence  and 
economy,  the  principal  divisions  of  the  finished  lines,  can,  in  seasons 
of  ordinary  prosperity,  be  made  not  only  to  pay  expenses,  but  to 
yield  an  interest  beyond  the  rate  which  the  Commonwealth  pays  on 
the  debt  created  for  their  construction. 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  last  session,  operations  have  been 
entirely  suspended  on  all  the  unfinished  lines  of  the  improvements  of 
the  Commonwealth.  As  the  work  on  the  North  Branch  and  Erie 
extension  was  suspended  by  that  act,  and  in  as  much  as  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  has  passed  an  act  giving  to  a  company  the  prosecution  and  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  extension  of  the  North  Branch,  it  may  be  deemed  superero¬ 
gatory  and  improper  in  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  urge  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  making  arrangements  or  provision 
for  their  completion  ;  lest  such  a  course  might  imply,  or  be  construed 
into  a  disposition  on  our  part  to  question  the  propriety  of  the  policy 
adopted  in  relation  to^them  by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

But  we  conceive  it  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  public,  to  state 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Board  as  to  their  importance,  is  concurrent 
with  that  expressed  by  our  predecessors  in  office,  and  by  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  in  two  former  messages  to  the  Legislature ;  and  we  respect¬ 
fully  refer  to  the  forcible  reasonings  and  convincing  arguments  con¬ 
tained  in  former  Executive  messages,  and  the  last  report  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  which  were  urged  in  favor  of  their  completion.  We 
would  also  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  a  special  report  made  by  this 
Board  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  the  Commonwealth  would 
subject  herself  to,  by  an  abandonment  of  the  Erie  Extension,  (see 
Vol.  2  of  House  Journal,  No.  92,  page  272.)  The  policy  of  prosecu¬ 
ting  to  completion  these  unfinished  portions  of  our  improvements,  if 
practicable,  is  clear  and  manifest.  The  question  as  to  the  ability  of 
the  State  to  procure  the  means  to  continue  their  prosecution,  is  a 
matter  solely  for  the  consideration  and  determination  of  the  legislative 
authorities. 

The  Board  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  condition  of 
the  resorvoirs  on  the  eastern  and  western  sides  of  the  Allegheny 
mountain.  The  importance  of  these  works  to  the  successful  mainte- 
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nance  of  an  uninterrupted  transportation  upon  the  main  line  during  the 
dry  seasons  of  the  yea*,  has  been  so  frequently  presented  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  legislative  authorities  in  former  reports  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  that  it  is  considered  unnecessary  to  make  any  other 
remark  at  this^time,  than  that  the  urgent  necessity  which  induced  the 
appropriationsTor  their  commencement,  is  equally  as  strong  in  favor  of 
their  completion,  at  as  early  a  period  as  it  may  be  found  practicable 
to  obtain  the  means  The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  two  reservoirs 
was  $288,000,  and  it  appears  that  there  has  been  expended  for  work 
done,  the  sum  of  $148,954  47.  This  large  amount  of  work  is  liable 
to  be  swept  off  by  the  spring  floods,  the  Board  having  no  funds  at 
command  to  apply  to  thejpresevation  even  of  its  partial,  much  less,  of 
its  entire  destruction. 

The  Engineer  corps  has  been  reduced  to  one  Principal  Engineer 
and  the  offices  of  Superintendent  of  the  Erie  and  North  Branch  ex¬ 
tensions  abolished,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  last  session. 
So  far  as  the  immediate  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  are  concerned, 

it  has  been  found  that  the  services  of  one  Engineer  are  sufficient. _ 

Hib  services  have  been,  and  will  most  probably,  during  the  next  year, 
continue  to  be,  exclusively  occupied  in  examining  and  directing  re¬ 
pairs,  and  in  furnishing  necessary  information  to  the  Board.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Board  have  been  compelled  to  postpone  any 
action  upon  a  number  of  claims  against  the  Commonwealth,  arising 
under  contracts,  and  involving  questions  requiring  the  critical  investi¬ 
gation  of  an  Engineer.  Phis  fact  is  mentioned  merely  to  show  that 
whatever  injury  may  be  experienced  by  private  citizens  from  the 
non-settlement  of  this  description  of  claims,  no  neglect  can  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  the  officers  of  the  government. 

The  subject  of  selling  the  surplus  water  on  the  several  lines  of  our 
canals  and  slack-waters,  has  become  important;  and  in  the  opinion 
ot  the  Canal  Commissioners,  a  prompt  disposal  of  it  at  every  place 
where  it  may  be  in  demand,  and  where  it  can  be  used  for  machinery 

and  milling  purposes,  will  be  alike  advantageous  to  the  State,  and 
beneficial  to  the  public. 

The  erection  of  such  establishments  along  the  lines  of  our  im¬ 
provements,  will  tend  to  stimulate  enterprise,  to  develope  the  resources 
ot  the  sections  of  the  country  where  they  may  be  located,  and 
induce  investments  of  capital,  which,  while  it  gives  employment  to 
men  m  converting  grain  and  other  producls  into  marketable  articles, 
will,  at  the  same  time  be  the  means  of  furnishing  to  our  canals  and 
railroads,  a  great  additional  amount  of  tonnage,  from  which  the  State 
will  derive  an  increase  of  revenue  from  the  use  of  her  public 

A  former  legislature  taking  into  view  tlie  policy  of  this  measure 
passed  an  act,  dated  fifth  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  for¬ 
ty-one,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  or  sueii 
other  person  or  persons  as  the  Governor  might  appoint,  to  lease  or 
sell  such  surplus  water  as  was  not  required  for  the  purposes  of  navi- 
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gation.  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  as  a  necessary 
and  preparatory  step  to  leasing  them,  and  rendering  them  available, 
the  preceding  Board  of  Commissioners  directed  the  engineers  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  several  sites  on  the  lines  under  their 
charge,  and  to  report  the  result  of  their  examinations,  accompanied 
with  plans,  profiles  and  maps,  descriptive  of  the  situation  of  such 
water  privileges  as  could  be  disposed  of  advantageously,  and  granted 
without  injury  to  the  public  works.  Such  reports  have  been  made, 
and  are  now  in  this  office  ;  and  they  embrace,  it  is  believed,  the  sites 
upon  all  the  lines  which  will  afford  a  sufficient  quantity  of  surplus 
water  to  make  them  desirable  to  purchasers  or  available  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

A  table  giving  an  abstract  of  the  number,  situation  and  head  and 
fall  of  each  of  these  water  privileges,  will  be  found  below  :  and  as 
there  are  numerous  applications  for  the  use  of  the  surplus  water,  and 
as  such  demands  are  increasing,  the  present  Board  of  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners  have  been  anxious  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  them.  But  they  have  neither 
had  the  time,  nor  proper  means  of  ascertaining  their  value  ;  and  they 
could  not  have  done  justice  to  the  Commonwealth  in  disposing  of 
them,  without  entirely  neglecting  their  more  pressing  business,  and 
the  duties  more  immediately  and  legitimately  appertaining  to  their 
office. 

Under  these  circumstances,  entertaining  as  they  did,  a  conviction 
of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
appointment  of  some  person  or  persons,  who  could  devote  exclusive 
attention  to  it,  and  to  maturing  a  plan  by  which  they  could  be  advan¬ 
tageously  disposed  of,  and  made  productive ;  the  Board  on  the  ninth 
of  August  last,  adopted  a  resolution  informing  the  Governor  of  the 
utter  inability  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  attend  to  that  duty, 
and  requesting  him  “  to  appoint  some  other  person  or  persons  to  car¬ 
ry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  execute  and  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  said  act.” 

The  following  comprises  a  general  list  of  the  water  powers  on  the 
several  lines  of  canals  and  slackwater  belonging  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth  : 


A  LIST  OF  WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  SHENANGO 

LINE. 


Nos. 

1. 

Miles. 

2b 

Above  Sharon, 

Nos. 
Lock  7. 

Feet  head  and  fall. 

8 

2. 

i 

3 

do  do 

8. 

8 

3. 

4 

Below  Clarkesville, 

Dam  1. 

14 

4. 

5 

Above  Clarkesville, 

2. 

11 

5. 

1 

From  Greenville, 

4. 

14| 

6. 

2 

do  do 

5. 

7 
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WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  BEAVER  DIVISION. 


Nos.  Miles.  jy0S' 

1.  1  Below  New  Castle,  Beaver  co.  Lock  2. 


2. 

1  k 

do 

do 

do 

3. 

3. 

do 

do 

do 

4. 

4. 

5  2-3 

do 

do 

do 

5. 

5. 

5  2-3 

do 

do 

do 

6. 

6. 

7f 

do 

do 

do 

Dam  2. 

7. 

m 

do 

do 

do 

3. 

Feet  head  and  fall . 

10 

9 

9 

9 

9 

n 


WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  WESTERN  DIVISION. 


Nos. 

Miles. 

Nos. 

Feet  head  and  fall. 

1 . 

Sharpesburg, 

Lock 

6| 

2. 

12  From  Pittsb’g,  Deer  Creek  Lock, 

7k 

3. 

Tarentum, 

Locks  7  &  8 

12£ 

4. 

1  Above  Tarentum, 

Lock  9. 

6! 

5. 

Freeport, 

it 

10 

6. 

Leechburg, 

Dam  1. 

27 

7. 

7  Below  Saltsburg, 

3. 

11 

WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  JUNIATA  DIVISION. 


Nos. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


Miles. 

16  Below  Hollidaysburg,  1st  dam 
above  Smucker’s  dam, 

1  Above  Spang’s  lower  works,  1st 

dam  above  Potter’s  dam, 

If  Below  Potter’s  dam,  Willow  dam, 

2  Above  Water  Street,  dam, 

1  Below  do  Water  st.  dam, 

Alexandria,  2  locks, 

Petersburg,  Petersburg  dam, 

1  Below  Petersburg,  Piper’s  dam, 

2  Above  Huntingdon,  Hunt,  dam, 

1  do  do  Hunt,  lock, 

3  Below  Huntingdon,  Raystown 

Branch  dam, 

k  Above  Newton  Hamilton,  lock, 
2  do  do  do  lock, 


Feet  head  and  fall. 

8 

15 

14 

14| 

20 

\H 

10 

10 

18 

8 

7k 

Sk 
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Nos. 

Miles. 

Feet  head  and  fall. 

14. 

1 

Below  Newton  Hamilton  Augh- 
wick  dam, 

13 

15. 

Waynesburg,  lock, 

8 

16. 

8. 

Above  Lewistown,  2  locks, 

15 

17. 

3. 

Below  do  Lewistown  dam, 

7 

18. 

13. 

Above  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata, 
North  Island  dam, 

6 

WATER  POWERS  ON  DUNCAN’S  ISLAND. 


Nos.  Miles . 

1.  Lock 

2.  Locks 

3.  Dam  across  Susquehanna, 


Nos.  Feet  head  and  fall. 
1.  7 

2  &  3  15 

6 


WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  EASTERN  DIVISION. 


Nos. 

Miles. 

Nos. 

Feet  head  and  fall. 

1. 

5  Above  Dauphin, 

Lock  1. 

5 

2. 

At  Dauphin, 

At  Coxestown, 

2. 

8 

3. 

3. 

7 

4. 

At  Harrisburg, 

Locks  4  &  5 

12! 

WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  COLUMBIA  LINE. 

Nos.  Miles.  Nos.  Feet  head  and  fall. 

1.  Conewago  falls,  Lock  3.  6 

2.  1  Above  Bainbridge,  do  5.  5| 

3.  2  “  Marietta,  Locks  6  &  7  14 


WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  DELAWARE  DIVISION. 


Nos.  Miles. 

1.  At  Bristol, 

2.  1  Below  Yardleyville, 

3.  1  Above  Yardleyville, 

4.  1  Below  Taylorsville, 

5.  At  Newhope, 


Nos.  Feet  head  and  fall. 


Locks  1  &  2  13| 

Lock  5.  6 

do  6.  6 

do  7.  8 

Locks  10  &  11  16 
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Nos. 

Miles. 

Nos.  Feet  head  and  fail. 

6. 

Lumberville, 

Lock  12 

7. 

Point  Pleasant, 

Locks  13  <fc  14 

15 

8. 

Smithtown, 

do  15  &  16 

12 

9. 

Erwinna  Flats, 

Lock  18. 

10 

10. 

Swamp  Road, 

do  19. 

6 

11. 

Durham  Creek,  at  Lock  No.  21, 

14 

12. 

5  Above  Monroe, 

]  iOck  2 1 

9 

13. 

Uhler’s  quarries,  below  Easton, 

Locks  22  &  23, 

17 * 

LIST  OF  WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  SUSQUEHANNA 

DIVISION. 


Nos. 

Miles. 

Nos. 

Feet  head  and  fail 

1. 

5 

Below  Liverpool, 

Lock,  8. 

u 

2. 

Mount  Patrick, 

7. 

8| 

3. 

2 

Below  Liverpool, 

6. 

7 

4. 

1 

do  do 

5. 

7 

5. 

Liverpool, 

4. 

6 

6. 

Mahantongo, 

3. 

8| 

7. 

51 

Below  Selinsgrove, 

2. 

u 

8. 

9 

do  do 

1. 

6 

SHAMOKIN  DAM. 


WATER  POWERS  ON  THE  NORTH  BRANCH  DIVU 

SION. 


Nos. 

Miles. 

Below  Danville, 

Nos. 

Feet  head  and  fall. 

1. 

2 

11. 

10 

2. 

2 

do  Bloomsburg, 

10. 

10 

3. 

1 

From  do 

9. 

H 

4. 

6 

Below  Berwick, 

8. 

9 

5. 

7 

At  do 

7. 

8 

6. 

3 

Above  do 

6, 

91 

7. 

N  anti  coke  dam, 

8. 

3 

Below  Wilkesbarre, 

4  &  5 

9. 

Near  do 

3. 

10 

10. 

65 

Above  do 

2. 

7 

11. 

n 

do  do 

1. 

7 
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In  consequence  of  the  limited  appropriation  for  repairs  at  the  last 
session,  the  Board  were  compelled  to  issue  instructions  to  the  several 
supervisors,  not  to  rebuild  any  road  or  farm  bridges,  until  further  or¬ 
ders.  These  bridges  are  a  constant  and  heavy  drain  upon  the  repair 
fund  ;  and  so  far  as  it  regards  those  connecting  public  roads,  no  valid 
reason  can  be  shown  why  the  townships  or  counties  interested  which 
have  been  so  immediately  benefited  by  the  construction  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  improvements,  should  not  be  compelled,  after  the  Commonwealth 
has  erected  a  road  bridge,  to  keep  it  in  repair,  or  to  rebuild  it  whenever 
it  becomes  necessary.  It  seems  scarcely  fair,  whilst  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  are  heavily  taxed  to  pay  public  burdens,  that  the  people  of  a 
county,  remote  from  the  improvements,  should  be  compelled  to  bear 
their  share  of  repairing  road  and  farm  bridges  in  counties  where 
every  acre  of  land  has  been  greatly  increased  in  value  by  the  con¬ 
struction  and  contiguity  of  those  very  improvements.  Should  the 
Legislature,  however,  deem  it  proper  that  these  bridges  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  repaired  and  rebuilt  at  the  public  expense,  it  will  require 
an  appropriation  beyond  the  amount  estimated  for  repairs  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three. 

The  Board  have  not  yet  been  able  to  carry  into  effect  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  for  the  relief  of  the  contractors  on  the  Gettysburg  rail¬ 
road.  By  the  provisions  of  that  act,  the  amount  to  be  distributed 
among  the  several  claimants  is  limited  to  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  It  is  therefore  necessary,  that  all  the  claims  duly  authenti¬ 
cated,  should  be  presented  for  the  action  of  the  Board,  before  any 
award  can  be  made.  This  has  not  been  done,  and  the  consequence 
has  been,  that  the  Board  has  been  compelled,  by  the  terms  of  the 
law,  to  postpone  action  on  such  claims  as  have  been  properly  pre¬ 
sented,  from  the  mere  circumstance,  that  some  of  the  claimants  have 
not  prepared  their  accounts  in  such  shape  as  to  admit  of  a  decision 
on  their  merits. 

TOLLS. 

Amount  of  tolls  collected  at  the  several  offices  on  the  canals  and 
railroads  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  from  December 
1st,  1841,  to  November  30th,  1842. 


CANAL  TOLLS. 


Easton, 

$75,432  01 

New  Hope, 

4,695  61 

Bristol, 

14,331  46 

Columbia, 

69,717  31 

Portsmouth, 

8,220  41 

Harrisburg, 

20,778  39 

Newport, 

3,730  83 

Lewis  town, 

10,631  51 
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Huntingdon, 

Hollidaysburg, 

Johnstown, 

Blairsville, 

Freeport, 

Pittsburg, 

Bridgewater, 

Junction, 

Franklin, 

Liverpool, 

Northumberland, 

Williamsport, 

Dunnstown, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Berwick, 

Columbia  out-let  locks, 
Portsmouth,  do 
Swatara  Bridge, 

Duncan’s  Island  Bridge, 
Aqueduct  at  Duncan’s  Island, 
Kiskiminetas  Aqueduct, 
Pittsburg  Aqueduct, 


6,709  77 
64,600  61 
37,607  95 
1,777  53 
2,696  96 
42,465  46 
3,957  11 
2,427  50 
308  38 
6,925  72 
20,117  14 
5,097  52 
9,517  24 
10,194  18 
24,260  31 
7,431  62 
1,533  35 
525  53 
1,847  46 
53  37 
228  43 
673  09 


Total  canal  tolls,  $458,493  91 


RAILWAY  AND  MOTIVE  POWER  TOLLS. 


Philadelphia, 

Paoli, 

Parkesburg, 

Downingtown, 

Lancaster, 

Columbia, 

Hollidaysburg, 

Johnstown, 

Schuylkill  Viaduct, 


Railway. 
$85,703  07 
4,755  66 
9,733  99 
1,915  95 
15,053  09 
55,329  17 
23,775  22 
22,511  91 
397  64 


Motive  Power . 
$85,910  63 
2,567  73 
11,144  00 
2,193  36 
17,519  87 
65,237  31 
36,691  87 
41,279  31 


$219,175  70 


$  262,544  08 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Canal  tolls, 

Railway, 

Motive  Power, 

Total  amount  of  canal,  railway  and  motive 
power  tolls, 

Deduct  drawbacks, 

Actual  receipts  for  1842, 

Do.  do.  1841, 

Decrease,  as  compared  with  1841, 


$458,493 

91 

219,175 

70 

262,544 

08 

$940,213 

69 

19,714 

27 

$920,499 

42 

1,079,896 

03 

$159,396 

61 

Amount  expended,  and  liabilities  incurred  for  repairs  on  the  several 
lines  of  canal  and  railroad  for  the  nine  months,  commencing  on 
the  1st  of  March,  and  ending  on  the  30th  November,  1842  : 


Delaware  division, 

$16,533 

14 

Columbia  railroad, 

40,777 

97 

Eastern  and  Juniata  divisions, 

24,272 

12 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad, 

17,471 

97 

Western  division, 

13,480 

09 

Beaver  “ 

4,500 

00 

Shenango  line, 

1,724 

26 

French  Creek  Feeder, 

2,179 

20 

West  Branch  division, 

17,593 

44 

North  Branch  “ 

18,557 

67 

Susquehanna  “ 

7,436 

44 

Total  cost  of  repairs  for  nine  months, 

$  164,526 

30 

From  the  reports  of  the  Supervisors  on  the  several  lines  of  canal 
and  railroad,  it  appears  that  the  following  sums  not  entered  on  the 
books  of  the  Auditor  General,  are  due  for  repairs  prior  to  the  1st  of 
March,  1842 : 

For  materials,  $9 1,524  76 

On  check  rolls,  218,587  29 

Due  old  Supervisors  on  settlement,  26,139  77 


Total, 


$336,251  82 


The  above  table  shows  that  there  is  a  great  amount  of  debt  due  to 
poor  laborers  on  check  rolls,  and  for  materials,  which  cannot  be  enter¬ 
ed  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General,  under  the  act  of  7th  April  last, 
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and  thus  become  entitled  to  dividends  and  interest,  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  act  of  the  23rd  of  July  last.  The  situation  of  many  of 
this  class  of  creditors  is  such,  and  their  claims  taken  separately  are 
generally  so  small,  as  to  render  it  nearly  impracticable  for  the  Audi¬ 
tor  General  to  enter  them,  and  give  certificates  to  each  individual 
creditor.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  they  have  been  excluded 
from  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  both  the  acts  referred  to. — 
They  have  received  neither  certificate  nor  any  part  of  the  principal 
or  interest  on  the  just  claims  due  them  by  the' state  ;  and  the  painful 
fact  is  within  the  knowledge  of  this  Board,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
reports  of  nearly  all  our  officers  upon  the  lines,  that  many  of  these 
laborers  are  now  out  of  employment,  and  suffering  from  destitution. 
That  many  of  them,  and  probably  most  of  them  along  our  railroads, 
are  in  distress,  and  in  absolute  want  of  the  means  of  procuring  even 
the  necessaries,  much  less,  the  comforts  of  life.  Yet  the  Common¬ 
wealth  is  indebted  to  them  for  labor  faithfully  performed,  and  ser¬ 
vices  honestly  rendered  !  It  is  most  anxiously  desired  that  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  should  afford  efficient  and  prompt  relief  to  this  excluded  class  of 
the  public  creditors.  The  more  needy,  because  the  most  indigent,  and 
the  best  entitled  to  consideration  and  sympathy,  because  the  support 
of  themselves  and  their  families,  and  even  the  daily  bread  of  some  of 
them,  depends  upon  their  daily  labor. 

ESTIMATED  COST  OF  REPAIRS  FOR  1843. 


Delaware  division,  $12,000 

Columbia  railroad,  48,300 

Eastern  and  Juniata  divisions,  46,000 

Portage  railroad,  20^000 

Western  division,  17,000 

Beaver  “  4’, 000 

Shenango  line,  4,000 

French  Creek  feeder,  1,000 

West  Branch  division,  13,000 

North  “  “  14,'o00 

Susquehanna  “  7,000 


$186,300 


The  propriety  of  making  an  early  appropriation  for  repairs  is  earn¬ 
estly  urged  upon  the  legislature.  No  system  of  economy  can  be 
effectually  carried  out,  unless  the  means  of  prompt  payment  are  at 
command.  Materials  and  labor  are  always  higher  when  obtained  on 
credit,  and  when  the  time  of  payment  is  indefinite,  as  it  has  been  for 
several  years  past  on  the  public  works  of  the  Commonwealth.  It 
frequently  happens  that  supervisors  ^re  compelled  to  discharge  labor¬ 
ers  whose  services  are  no  longer  required  ;  and  justice  and  humanity 
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alike  demand,  that  men,  who  depend  upon  their  daily  labor  for  the 
daily  subsistence  of  themselves  and  families,  should  be  paid  their  hard 
earned  pittance  before  being  turned  adrift  to  seek  employment  else¬ 
where.  The  Board  are  satisfied  from  past  experience,  that  the  cost 
of  repairs  can  be  considerably  reduced  by  an  early,  adequate  and 
available  appropriation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  BUTLER, 

LEVI  REYNOLDS,  Jr., 

WM.  OVERFIELD, 

Canal  Commissioners. 


REPORT 


OF 

J.  B.  MOORHEAD, 

SUPERINTENDENT  MOTIVE  POWER,  COLUMBIA  RAILROAD. 


To  the  President  and  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania: 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  and 
accompanying  statements,  showing  the  operations  and  condition  of 
the  Motive  Power  Department  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
railroad,  from  March  1st  to  November  30th,  1842. 

This  report  should  properly  include  the  fiscal  year,  beginning  De¬ 
cember  1st,  1841;  but  as  my  duties  as  Superintendent  of  Motive 
Power  began  on  the  1st  of  March  last,  and  as  there  is  no  certain 
data  in  my  possession  from  which  I  can  show  the  operations  of  the 
three  preceding  months,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  nine  months 
under  my  immediate  superintendence. 

By  reference  to  statement  No.  2,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
amount  of  motive  power  tolls  collected  at  the  different  offices  from 
March  1st  to  November  30ih,  1842,  is  $157,227  76,  while  the  total 
expenditure  charged  to  motive  power  fund  during  the  same  period 

l,0^?6’7,62  48>  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  fond  of 
¥70,465  28,  for  the  period  of  nine  months. 

Such  is  the  general  result  as  shown  by  the  statement  referred  to  ; 
but  there  are  several  considerations  proper  to  be  mentioned,  which 

make  this  result  much  more  favorable  to  this  fund  than  at  first  sio-ht 
appears.  ° 

1st.  The  amount  of  expenditures  as  there  stated,  includes  $5,600, 
charged  to  motive  power  fund  for  a  rope  and  repairs  done  to  the 
stationary  engines  at  the  Schuylkill  inclined  plane;  expenses  which 
have  heretofore  been  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation  fund,  (ex¬ 
cept  the  rope  purchased  for  the  plane  in  1841.)  v 

,  2f'  By  comparing  the  value  of  materials,  &c.  at  the  Parkesburg 
shop,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1842,  and  the  30th  of  November,  1842 
as  per  statements  No  6  and  7,  there  appears  to  be  a  balance  in  favot^ 
ofthe  present  stock  of  $6,295  00;  on  the  other  hand,  by  comparing 
the  stock  of  fuel  on  hand  the  lstof  March,  and  the  1st  of  December, 
as  per  statement  No.  4,  will  be  found  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former 
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stock  of  $896  87£  ;  the  two  former  items  amounting  to  $11,895  00, 
should  be  added  to  the  balance  as  shown  by  statement  before  referred 
to;  the  latter  sum  of  $896  87 i  should  be  taken  from  the  result; 
making  the  nett  profits  to  motive  power  fund  $10,998  12,  more  than 
there  appears. 

The  relative  value  of  the  engines  at  these  two  periods  cannot  be 
exactly  stated  ;  but  by  reference  to  statement  No.  5,  it  will  be  seen 
that  their  condition  at  the  latter  period  is  much  better  than  at  the 
former. 

In  mentioning  these  circumstances,  I  have  no  desire  to  give  to  the 
affairs  of  the  road  an  undue  appearance  of  prosperity,  but  as  many 
persons  have  considered  the  statements  which  I  have,  from  time  to 
time  made,  as  unfair  and  founded  on  false  data,  I  wish  now  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  means  of  testing  them  fully,  by  the  general  correctness  of 
those  statements,  as  well  as  those  I  now  make;  I  am  willing  that  my 
reputation  as  a  public  officer,  as  well  as  my  character  as  a  private  citi¬ 
zen,  may  be  judged. 

There  are  at  present  forty  locomotive  engines  on  this  road,  and 
one  at  the  shop  of  D.  H.  Dotterer  &  Co.  of  Reading,  left  there  by 
the  former  Superintendent,  for  repairs.  Three  which  had  been  con¬ 
demned  as  not  worth  repairing,  were  sold  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Board,  instructing  me  to  offer  them  at  public  sale.  Two 
of  these  were  of  inferior  quality,  built  many  years  ago,  before  the  art 
of  locomotive  building  had  come  to  its  present  state  of  perfection,  and 
were  so  far  worn  that  to  repair  them  would  have  cost  more  than 
they  were  worth.  The  other  had  been  built  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
perimenting  on  the  use  of  Anthracite  coal,  as  a  fuel  for  generating 
steam,  and  was  too  light  in  its  construction  to  warrant  a  heavy  out¬ 
lay  in  repairing  her,  as  the  defect  in  its  original  construction  could  not 
be  remedied. 

Among  the  engines  now  on  the  road,  is  one  constructed  like  that 
last  referred  to,  for  the  use  of  Anthracite  coal.  This  engine  was 
built  bv  Mr.  Ross  Winans,  of  Baltimore,  and  unfortunately,. is  as 
much  too  heavy  as  the  other  is  too  light.  It  weighs  18  tons,  and 
has  a  power  of  190  tons.  On  a  road  capable  of  supporting  engines  of 
its  weight,  it  would  be  decidedly  preferable  for  drawing  burden 
trains,  to  a  lighter  one;  but  on  a  road  constructed  as  this  is,  this  en¬ 
gine  cannot  be  used  without  destruction  to  the  cast  iron  chairs.  It  is 
now  in  good  order,  having  been  used  for  a  few  trips  only;  but  as  it 
is  too  heavy  for  any  useful  purpose  on  this  road,  I  would  recommend 
that  some  arrangement  be  made  for  its  disposal. 

The  repairs  of  the  engines  at  the  Parkesbitrg  shop  are  under  the 
immediate  superintendence  of  Mr.  Edwin  Jefferies,  manager,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Osmond,  as  foreman;  they  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for 
the  perseverance  and  skill  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  their  respect¬ 
ive  duties. 

Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  use  Anthracite  coal  as  a  fuel 
on  this  road;  and  with  engines  constructed  in  the  form  of  the  two 
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last  mentioned,  (the  boiler  and  tubes  being  placed  in  a  vertical  posi¬ 
tion  over  the  fire,)  the  project  would  no  doubt  be  successful;  but  it 
has  been  fully  settled  by  experiment  that  a  very  heavy  expenditure 
would  be  necessary  to  fit  the  engines  now  in  use  on  the  road  for  that 
purpose.  Bituminous  coal,  however,  has  been  used  in  considerable 
quantities  during  the  last  two  years,  and  with  entire  success.  All  the 
engines  now  on  the  road  are  using  it  to  some  extent,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  at  least  double  the  quantity  be  used  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  obtained  on  the  opening  of  the  navigation  next  season.  I  am  satis¬ 
fied  from  my  experience  that  a  mixture  of  Bituminous  coal  and  wood 
is  decidedly  the  cheapest  fuel  for  this  road.  As  wood  becomes  scarce, 
the  proportion  of  coal  can  be  increased,  and  if  necessary,  it  can  be 
used  altogether,  without  any  material  alteration  of  the  engines  now 
in  use. 

In  consequence  of  the  competition  afforded  by  other  routes,  it  is 
found  that  the  trade  in  heavy  articles  for  the  counties  through  which 
this  road  passes,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  has  been  almost  entirely 
excluded  from  it  by  the  high  rates  of  tolls.  I  would,  therefore,  re¬ 
spectfully  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  tolls  on  such  articles. 

By  reference  to  statement  No.  5,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  total  number 
ol  miles  travelled  by  locomotive  engines,  from  March  1st  to  No¬ 
vember  30,  1842,  was  261,744.  By  reference  to  statement  No. 
10,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  expense  of  repairs  of  road  and 
maintaining  motive  power,  including  collectors,  clerks  and  weigh- 
master’s  salaries,  and  all  other  expenses  for  the  same  period,  was 
8132,499  45,  making  the  cost  per  mile  travelled  by  locomotive 
equal  to  fifty  cents  and  sixty-two  hundredth. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  insure  the  completion  of  the  slip  at  Columbia,  for 
transferring  section  boats  to  and  from  the  canal  and  railroad,  by  the 
opening  of  the  canal  next  spring.  The  effect  of  this  new  mode  of 
transportation  on  our  improvements,  will  be  to  make  a  continuous 
chain  on  the  route  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  and  I  feel  con¬ 
fident,  will  realize  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  friends.  The 
future  usefulness  of  our  public  improvements,  I  believe,  greatly  de¬ 
pends  on  effectually  carrying  out  this  system. 

I  have  prepared  a  statement,  (No.  10,)  which  exhibits  the  total 
amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  the  nett  profit  on  this  road 
for  nine  months,  ending  November  30,  1842.  As  I  have  had  charge 
of  the  Supervisors  department  for  only  eight  months,  the  data  for  one 
previous  month  is  such,  as  I  could  obtain  from  the  Auditor  General’s 
office  ;  but,  they  may  be  relied  on  as  furnishing  a  very  close  ap¬ 
proximation  to  the  facts.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  of  re¬ 
ceipts  of  tolls  for  these  nine  months  has  been  $  306,596  65£ 

And  the  total  amount  of  expenditures,  132  499  45 

Leaving  a  nett  profit  of  174,097  20 

In  addition  to  the  receipts  of  the  road,  I  have  received  for  old  ma- 
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terials  sold,  $  2567,23,  which  is  as  yet  unaccounted  for  to  the  Au¬ 
ditor  General.  When  it  is  taken  into  consideration,  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  road  during  this  period  has  been  less  than  at  any  other 
similar  period  during  the  last  seven  years,  this  result  must  be  highly 
gratifying ;  and  is  sufficient  to  prove,  that  the  new  and  improved  sys¬ 
tem,  devised  by  the  present  Board,  (and  which  I  have  endeavored 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  carry  out,)  will  produce  effects  in  the 
highest  degree  creditable  to  them,  and  beneficial  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

Statement  No.  1,  exhibits  the  Superintendent’s  account  with  the 
State  Treasurer. 

Statement  No.  2,  the  amount  of  tolls  and  expenditures. 

Statement  No.  3,  an  abstract  statement  of  the  expenses. 

Statement  No.  4,  an  inventory  of  wood  and  coal  on  the  road, 
March  1st,  and  December  1st,  1842. 

Statement  No.  5,  shows  the  names  and  number  of  the  locomotive 
engines  and  their  present  condition,  number  of  miles  travelled  by 
each,  their  original  cost,  with  an  estimate  of  their  present  value,  <fcc. 

Statement  No  6,  an  inventory  of  the  stock  and  materials  at  Parkes- 
burg  shop,  March  1st,  1842. 

Statement  No.  7,  an  inventory  of  stock  and  materials  at  Parkes- 
burg  shop,  November  30,  1842. 

Statement  No.  8,  an  inventory  of  machinery,  fixtures  and  tools, 
at  Parkesburg shop,  November  30,  1842. 

Statement  No.  9,  a  comparative  statement  of  the  estimate  of  main¬ 
taining  motive  power,  from  December  1st,  1841,  to  November  30th, 
1842,  made  December  1st,  1841,  the  actual  expense  for  nine  months, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  motive  power,  for 
the  year  1843. 

Statement  No.  10,  shows  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  expen¬ 
ditures  of  the  road,  in  both  departments,  and  the  nett  profit  for  nine 
months,  ending  November  30th,  1842. 

In  this  report,  and  the  accompanying  statements,  I  have  endea¬ 
vored  to  present  a  clear  view  of  the  operations  on  the  road,  and  their 
general  results,  without  encumbering  them  with  minute  de¬ 
tails.  But  if  a  closer  examination  should  be  desired,  I  shall  at  any 
time  be  happy  to  furnish  the  items  upon  any  or  all  of  the  subjects 
referred  to. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

.1.  B.  MOORHEAD, 
Superintendent  of  Motive  Power. 

Superintendent’s  Office,  > 

Paikesburg,  Dec.  1,  1842.5 
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STATEMENT  No.  1, 

Showing  the  Superintendent's  account  with  the  State  Treasurer. 

Amount  drawn  from  the  State  Treas¬ 
ury  from  the  1st  of  March,  1842,  to 
the  30th  November,  1842, 

Amount  paid  for  maintenance  of  mo¬ 
tive  power  during  same  period.  See 
statement  No.  3. 

Amount  paid  on  debts  contracted  prior 
to  March  1st,  1842, 


$119,406  68 


$72,389  26 
46,071  55 


Balance  due  Commonwealth, 


118,460  81 


$  945  87 


STATEMENT  No.  2, 

S\°^in,L‘l!e  fJTrUnl  °f  Mo'ive  Power  lolls  collected  from  March 

Amount  of  motive  power  tolls  collect¬ 
ed  as  per  report  of  collectors. 

Amount  paid  for  current  expenses  of 
motive  power.  See  statement  No.  3. 

Amount  of  expenses  unpaid.  See  state¬ 
ment  No.  3. 


$157,227  76 


$72,389  26 
14,373  22 


86,762  48 
$70,465  28 


3 


STATEMENT  No  3, 

Of  expenses  or  maintenance  of  Motive  Power  from  March  1  st,  1842,  to  November  30/A,  1842. 
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STATEMENT  No.  4, 

Inventory  of  Wood  and  Coal  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
railroad,  March  1st,  1842,  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Total  amount  of  wood  on  hand  from  Columbia- 
to  Philadelphia,  as  per  measurement,  3,079  cords 
at  S3  50, 

Total  amount  of  Anthracite  coal,  do.  545  tons  at  $4, 

Total  am’t  of  Bituminous  coal,  do.  832  tons  at  $4  50, 


$16,697  00 


Inventory  of  Wood  and  Coal  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
railroad ,  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth ,  Nov.  30,  1842. 

Total  amount  of  wood  on  hand  from  Columbia  to 
Philadelphia,  as  per  measurement,  3,470|  cords 
at  $3  50,  $12,147  62! 

Total  am’t.  of  Anthracite  coal,  do.  120  tons  at  $4  00,  480  00 

Total  am’t.  ofBituminous  coal,  do.  705  tons  at  $4  50,  3,172  50 


$15,800  12| 


STATEMENT  No.  5.— See  Table. 


$10,773  00 
2,180  00 
3,744  00 
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NAMES  OF  ENGINES. 


- - - -  MfMBn'  mj.  b.-- 

Report  on  Locomotive  Engines  on  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  Railroad,  30th  November,  1842,  by  E.  Jefferies,  Manager,  Parkesburg  Shops. 

I'rips  from  Mil,.-  fr„ 

!9lh  Feb’y,  28tli  Feb1 
10  Nov.  30,  io  Nov.  30, 
1812.  IS  |2. 


1  Bald  Englo. 

2  Brandywine, 

3  Buchanan,  James 
i  Cnnsron,  Simon 
5  Clarke,  James 

0  Cons3logo, 

7  Delaware, 

8  Downingtown, 

9  Ealorprizs, 

10  Farmer,  Wash.  Oo. 

1 1  Gay,  Edward  F. 

12  IIiiMey,  E.  B. 

13  Indiana, 

11  Iron  Grey, 

15  Jackssn,  Andrew 
18  Juniata, 

17  Keim,  Geo.  M. 

13  Keys,  Hugh 
10  Lancaster, 

20  Mississippi, 

21  Montgomery, 

21  M  ihlnnburg,  II.  A. 
23  Octorara, 

21  Ohio, 

23  Old  Berks, 

28  Parkerborg, 

27  Packer,  Wm.  F. 

23  Paoli, 

29  Penn,  Wm. 

09  Pennsylvania, 

31  Peguea, 

32  Philadelphia, 


33  Po 


r.  Geo.  B. 


31  Sampson, 

35  Schuylkill, 

30  Snyder,  Simon 

31  Telegraph, 

Jo  Virginia, 

39  West  Chester, 

10  Westmoreland, 

11  Wisconsin, 

11  Atlantic,  Baltimore 


Eastwick  &  Co. 
M.  W.  Baldwin. 
11  K.  Campbell, 
Win.  Norris, 

VI.  W.  Baldwin, 
do 
do 
do 

Eastwick  Ac  Co. 

Norris, 

VI.  W.  Baldwin, 


Dottorer  &  Co. 

II  R.  Ca  npbell, 
M.  W.  Baldwin, 
Dolterer.fc  Co. 
Ponncl  &  Co. 

M.  W.  Baldwin, 
do 
do 


do 

Dottorer  V5  Co. 
M-  \V.  Baldwin, 
Ross  Winans, 

'I.  W.  Baldwin, 
Wm  Norris, 

M.  VV.  Baldwin, 


II.  R.  Campbell, 
Sellers  &  Sons, 

VI.  W.  Baldwin, 
Wm.  Norris, 
Eastwick  &  Co. 
M.  W.  Baldwin, 
do 

Dollerer  &  Co. 

M.  W.  Baldwin, 
and  Columbus  were  so 


March  1, 
Oct.  2, 
March  21, 
March  10, 
April  30, 
Feb'y  10, 
Feb’y  7. 
August  1, 
May  22, 
Oct.  15. 
March  0, 
April  0, 
April  27, 


Reading, 

Lancaster, 

Philadelphia, 


Roading, 

Philadelphia, 

do 

Reading, 

Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, 

Philadelphia, 


April 
May  1 


Reading, 
Philadelphia, 
20th  April,  18 


Nov 


April  10, 
Feb'y  8, 
July  1. 
March  30, 
March  1. 
Feb'y  18, 
Oct.  10, 
January  3, 
April  18, 
Nov'r  20, 
March  1, 
May  20, 
April  1, 
March  11, 
April  15, 
Feb'y  18, 
J  an'  y  20, 
Nov'r  20, 
May  20, 


1837, 
1815. 
1830, 
1839, 
1839, 
1837, 
1835, 
1337, 
1837, 
1830, 
1837, 
1830. 
1837, 
1811, 
,  1839, 

,  1833, 
,  1810, 

,  1810, 
,  1831, 
1837, 
1837, 
1830, 
1837, 
1S35, 
1839, 
1817, 
1810, 
1837, 
1835, 


12. 


01  tons. 
0}  do 
125  do 
10  do 
13  do 
12}  do 
91  do 
.2}  do 
9}  do 
10  do 
12}  do 
12}  do 
12}  do 

8  do 
12}  do 

81  do 
111  do 
12  do 
8 1  do 
121  do 
'2}  do 
11]  do 
12}  do 
81  do 
11}  do 
12}  do 
18  do 

9  do 

9  do 
0.}  do 

12!  do 
8}  do 

121  do 
0}  do 
8}  do 

10  do 
0}  do 
9  do 


85  tons 
80  do 
110  do 
00  do 

no  do 
.10  do 
80  do 
110  do 
85  do 
90  do 
10  do 
.10  do 

110  do 

70  do 
110  do 
80  do 
110  do 

110  do 
80  do 
no  do 
no  do 
no  do 
no  do 
80  do 

no  do 
no  do 
100  do 
SO  do 
80  do 
80  do 
no  do 
SO  do 
10  do 


90  do 
85  do 
80  do 


Ordinary, 
Good  order, 
Being  repaired, 
Ordinary, 


repaired. 
Good  order. 
Being  repaired, 
Ordinary, 
Being  repaired, 


Being  repaired, 
Good  order, 
do 

Being  repaired. 
Ordinary, 

Being  ropaired, 

Ordinary, 

do 

Being  repaired, 
Good  order. 
Ordinary, 
do 

Being  repaired, 
Good  order, 
Being  repaired, 


Being  repaired, 
To  be  repaired, 
Good  order, 


Ordinary, 

Good  order, 

To  be  repaired, 
Good  order, 
do 

Being  ropaired, 
Ordinary, 

To  bo  ropaired, 
Good  order. 


To  be  ropaired, 
Good  order, 

To  be  repaired, 


Parkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 


Schuylkill  plane, 
Parkesburg  shop, 
do 

Reading  shop, 
Parkesburg  shop, 
Reading  shop, 
Parkesburg  shop, 

Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 
Night  line, 
Parkesburg  shop, 
*  do 
do 
do 

Schuylkill  level, 
Parkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 

Schuylkill  level, 
Night  line. 
Norris's  shop, 
Morning  line, 
Parkesburg  shop, 
do 

Burden, 
Lancaster  shop, 


Parkesburg  shop, 
Evening  line, 
"arkesbarg  shop, 


Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 
do 

Schuylkill  plane, 
"arkesburg  shop, 
do 
do 
do 

Reading  shop, 

Parkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 

’arkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 
do 

Parkesburg  shop, 
Columbia  depot, 
Schuylkill  plane, 
Schuylkill  level, 
Evening  line. 
Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 
do 
do 
Burden, 

Schuylkill  level, 
Parkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 
Burden, 

Parkesburg  shop, 


No.  of  miles  travelled  by  Locomotive  Engines  on  Schuylkdl  level, 


ISll” Feb'y, 
0  Nov.  3(1, 


1,309 

890 

1,272 


1  MOO 


8,580 

1,320 


7.50: 

9,000 

7,000 


0.317 

7,500 

0,500 

6,317 

7,500 

7,000 


Present 

Estimated 


0,000 

5.500 

3.500 


5,500 

5,000 

0.900 

0,600 

5,000 

0,000 

0,000 

5,000 

5,500 

5,500 

5.500 

1.500 

0,000 


4,600 

0,300 

0,000 


' 


" 


’ 


# 

’ 


•- 


i.  i- 

' 

■ 


; 


■ 

\ 


' 


* 


* 

•  •  •  •  u  :  ,J' 

«i  .  •  r  ’  •  f 


. 

,  ’  | 
gi'/V  li  ■■■■" 

■  V  <  ,  i.  !,  A  V,  S'. 


»  liil.u  ‘ 1  ^  ;  V 

4  ' '  - 
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STATEMENT  No.  6. 

Jin  Inventory  of  Stock  and  Materials  at  Parkesbnrg  shops,  lit 

March ,  1842. 


14 

1600 

385 

580 

3000 

50 

2000 

12000 

4500 

400 

300 

300 

3000 

400 

2500 

2500 


15  pair  truck  and  tank  wheels,  at  $100, 
32  chilled  “  “  “  at  $20, 

23  driving  wheel  hubs,  at  $50. 

1 A  a  n  ii 


lbs. 

a 
a 
a 

Ii 
ii 
il 
ii 

a 
a 
<( 
ti 
it 

a 
it 


ii 


tire,  350  lbs.  at  12  cts. 
axle  iron,  at  10  cts. 
springs  at  18  cts. 

Norris  tank  springs,  at  15  cts. 
old  copper,  at  1 6  cts, 
sheet  copper  at  30  cts. 
miscellaneous  iron  castings,  at  5  cts. 

“  “  wrought,  at  3  cts. 

boiler  and  frame  iron,  at  6  cts. 
bar  iron,  at  5  cts. 
block  tin,  at  25  cts. 
spelter,  at  12  cts. 
old  spring  steel,  at  2  cts. 
cast  steel,  at  18  cts. 
new  brass  castings,  at  25  cts. 
old  “  “  at  12  cts. 

^000  bushels  bituminous  coal,  at  25  cts. 

600  bushels  charcoal,  at  8  cts. 

18000  feet  oak  and  ash  timber,  at  2  cts. 

1500  feet  pine  boards,  at  2  cts. 

100  gallons  oil,  at  80  cts. 

1  Norris  engine  truck,  (old) 

2  “  sett  pedestals, 

4  domes,  at  $30, 

3  bells,  at  $25, 

3  crank  axles,  at  $165, 

Packing  yarn,  cocks,  hose,  paint,  <fcc.  <fcc. 

16  chilled  driving  wheels,  1100  lbs.  each,  at  1  ct. 
b2  tank  and  truck  wheel  hubs,  350  lbs.  each,  at  1  ct. 

noon  ik  3nd  ‘™ck  Wheel  tire-  150  lbs-  each,  at  2  cts. 
oUUO  lbs.  miscellaneous  castings,  at  1  ct. 

1800  lbs,  stationary  boiler,  at  10  cts. 

1  small  stationary  engine, 


$1,500  00 
640  00 
1,150  00 
588  00 
160  00 
70  00 
87  00 
480  00 
15  00 
100  00 
360  00 
270  00 
20  00 
75  00 
36  00 
60  00 
72  00 
625  00 
300  00 
500  00 
48  00 
360  00 
30  00 
80  00 
100  00 
150  00 
120  00 
75  00 
495  00 
300  00 

$8,866  00 
176  00 
217  00 
78  00 
60  00 
180  00 
50  00 


$9,627  00 
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STATEMENT  No.  7. 

An  Inventory  of  Stock  and  Materials  at  Parkesburg  shops ,  30th 

November ,  1842. 

38  pair  truck  and  tank  wheels,  complete  at  $100, 

29  chilled  and  tired  tank  wheels,  at  $20, 

4  pair  driving  wheels,  complete  at  $500, 

21  hubs  “  “  at  $40, 

15  tire  “  “  360  lbs.  at  12  cts. 

45  truck  and  tank  “  hubs,  350  lbs.  at  1  ct. 

30  “  “  “  tire,  150  lbs.  at  2  cts. 

1800  bushels  bituminous  coal,  at  25  cts. 

800  “  charcoal,  at  7  cts. 

6  tons  anthracite  coal,  at  $5, 

3500  Lbs.  old  copper,  at  16  cts. 


sheet  copper,  at  30  cts. 
bolting  copper,  at  40  cts. 
miscellaneous  iron  castings,  at  3  cts. 

“  “  wrought,  at  2  cts. 

boiler,  frame  and  sheet  iron,  at  6  cts. 
bar  iron,  at  5  cts. 
block  tin,  at  25  cts. 
spelter,  at  11  cts. 
lead,  at  5  cts. 
new  spring  steel,  at  7  cts. 
old  “  “  at  2  cts. 

new  brass  castings,  at  25  cts. 
old  “  “  at  12  cts. 

old  iron  “  at  1  ct. 

driving  wheel  axle  iron,  at  10  cts. 
truck  and  tank  “  “  at  6  cts. 

driving  wheel  springs,  at  17  cts. 
cast  and  shear  steel,  at  20  cts. 
brass  solder,  at  30  cts. 

25000  feet  oak  and  ash  timber,  &c.  at  2  cts. 

4  crank  axles,  at  $165, 

1  sett  Norris  tank  pedestals, 

1  Norris  engine  truck, 

200  gallons  oil,  at  85  cts. 

4  domes,  at  $25, 

5  bells,  at  $20, 

1  small  stationary  engine, 

Hose  $20,  files  $275,  oil  cans  $20,  nails  $15, 
Packing  yarn  $35,  borax  $15,  emery  $10, 

Cocks,  hose,  screws,  valves,  whistles,  &c.  &c.  • 


1800 

300 

12000 

15000 

2000 

8000 

350 

150 

700 

1000 

10000 

3000 

1000 

40000 

1800 

2600 

2560 

700 

100 


$3,800  00 
580  00 
2,000  00 
840  00 
630  00 
157  00 
90  00 
450  00 
56  00 
30  00 
560  00 
540  00 
120  00 
360  00 
300  00 
120  00 
400  00 
87  00 
16  00 
35  00 


70 

200 

750 

120 

400 

180 

156 

435 

140 

30 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


500  OO 
660  00 
75  00 
100  00 
170  00 
100  00 
100  00 


75 

330 

60 

100 


00 

00 

00 

00 


$15,922  00 
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STATEMENT  No.  8. 


An  Inventory  of  Machinery ,  Fixtures  and  Tools ,  at  Parkesburg 

Shops ,  30 th  November ,  1842. 


shafting,  gearing,  &c.,  complete, 

$2,000  00 

1  stationary  engine, 

850  00 

1  circular  saw  and  frame, 

100  00 

1  large  turning  lathe, 

1,200  00 

1  2d  size  44  “ 

500  00 

1  3d  “  44  “ 

500  00 

2  4th  “  “  44  at  $300 

600  00 

1  brass,  44  44 

200  00 

1  wood,  44  4  4 

100  00 

2  large  boring  “  at  $750 

1,500  00 

1  screw  cutting  machine, 

500  00 

2  drilling,  44  at  $150 

300  00 

1  punching,  44 

250  00 

1  pair  shears  for  boiler  iron, 

200  00 

1  sett  rollers,  44 

500  00 

4  44  carpenter  tools  at  $50 

200  00 

2  “  coppersmiths’  44  at  $150 

1  44  boiler  makers’  44 

300  00 

500  00 

4  44  blacksmiths’  44  at  $200 

800  00 

16  44  machinists’  44  at  $50 

800  00 

3  44  block  and  tacle  at  $20 

60  00 

20  vices,  1700  lbs.  at  15cts. 

250  00 

1  hot  water  tank, 

150  00 

2  Vail’s  jacks,  at  $80, 

160  00 

20  small  44  at  $6, 

120  00 

sundry  patterns, 

3,000  00 

Fixtures  for  hanging  and  unhanging  wheels, 

100  00 

“  pressing  on  and  off  44 

75  00 

“  stretching  tire, 

“  brass  foundry,  tools,  &c.,  complete, 

100  00 

300  00 

fire  engine,  hose  and  buckets, 

800  00 

2  weigh  scales, 

50  00 

2  snow  scrapers,  with  fixtures  complete,  at  $40, 

80  00 

$17,145  00 

40 
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STATEMENT  No.  10, 

Showing  the  total  expenses  and  receipts  on  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  railroad ,  from  March  Is/,  1842,  to  November 
mh,  1842. 

For  repairs  of  road  from  March  1st,  to  April  1st, 
do  of  “  from  April  1st,  to  Nov.  30th, 
as  per  statement  No.  3, 

For  expenses  of  motive  power,  from  March  1st,  to 
November  30th, 

For  collectors  and  weighmasters, 


132,499  45 


$  3,730  00 

37,047  97 

86,762  48 
4,959  00 


Receipts  of  road  tolls  from  March  1st,  to  April  1st,  $  15,483  54| 

“  of  “  from  April  1st,  to  Nov.  30th,  133,885  35 

“  of  motive  power  from  March  1st,  to  Nov.  30th,  157,227  76 


Deduct  expenses  as  above, 


$306,596  65| 
132,499  45 


Total  profits  for  nine  months,  174,097  20 

Add  amount  received  for  engines  and  other  articles 

sold,  2,567  23 


$176,664  43 


REPORT 


OF 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 

SUPERVISOR  ON  THE  ERIE  EXTENSION. 


Tfc  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  you  my  an¬ 
nual  report  upon  the  Erie  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  June  24th,  1842,  it  was  de¬ 
creed,  “that  no  work  except  for  repairs,  should  be  done  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  works,  until  hereafter  directed  by  law.  ”  This  of  course,  put  a 
stop  to  the  operations  on  the  unfinished  line  under  my  charge,  from 
Conneaut  Lake  to  Erie. 

Under  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  7th  April,  1842, 
the  contractors  on  the  Erie  extension  were  authorized  to  have  credits 
upon  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General  and  to  receive  certificates  for 
the  same,  and  I  accordingly  prepared  their  respective  accounts  for 
that  purpose.  The  amount  thus  credited,  embracing  every  object  of 
expenditure,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


LINES. 

Bear’g  interest 
from  1st  May, 
1841. 

Bear’g  interest 
from  7  th  April, 
1842. 

Total. 

On  Conneaut  line, 

$  76,038  28f 

$243,949  99 

$319,988  27| 

On  Shenango  line, 

32,755  76 

61,024  894 

93,780  654 

$108,794  04 1 

$  304,974  884 

$413,768  93| 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the  Shenango  line  and  French 
Creek  feeder  have  been  opened  for  public  use,  from  Greenville  to  the 
head  of  the  pool  at  Bemus*  dam,  above  Meadville,  a  distance  of  for¬ 
ty-five  miles.  This  makes  a  continuous  canal  communication  from 
the  Ohio  river,  of  118f  miles.  The  Conneaut  line,  only,  remains 
to  complete  the  original  design  of  connecting  the  city  of  Philadel- 
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phia  with  Lake  Erie,  by  canals  and  railroads,  constructed  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  State.  This  line  is  45£  miles  long,  of  which  about 
42£  miles  of  the  body  of  the  canal,  are  completed  ;  the  remaining 
distance  of  three  miles,  (in  short  unconnected  sections,)  comprising 
twenty-four  locks  and  two  heavy  aqueducts,  upon  which  a  large 
amount  of  work  has  been  done,  are  yet  unfinished.  By  dispensing 
with  the  lockhouses,  substituting  spills  for  regular  waste  wiers, 
changing  in  some  respects  the  plans  of  work  yet  to  be  done,  and 
leaving  out  portions  not  essential  to  the  introduction  of  water,  this 
line  may  be  rendered  navigable  to  Erie,  for  the  sum  of  $  200,000. 

I  have  estimated  the  cost  to  the  State  of  abandonment  of  this 
work,  as  per  detailed  statement  herewith  submitted,  at  $2,883,893  18. 
In  arriving  at  this  result,  the  Board  will  observe  that  I  have  only 
taken  into  consideration  the  amount  already  expended  on  the  Con - 
neaut  line  alone,  leaving  entirely  out  of  view  the  yearly  loss  of  in¬ 
terest,  which  must  accrue  to  the  State  on  the  Shenango  and  Beaver 
lines  already  finished,  until  the  connection  with  the  Lake  be  effected. 
There  are  many  important  additional  considerations  in  favor  of  the 
immediate  completion  of  the  Cenneaut  line,  to  some  of  which,  it  is 
intended  to  advert  ;  but  the  simple  fact,  that  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  called  upon  to  decide  between  the  expenditure  of  $200,000, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  total  loss  of  $2,883,893,18,  on  the  other, 
would  seem  to  render  the  determination  of  the  question  in  favor  of 
completion,  almost  inevitable. 

A  strong  argument  in  favor  of  immediate  completion,  arises  from 
the  fact,  that  labor  and  provision  are  now  at  the  lowest  rale  ;  so  that 
the  work  can  be  done  upon  the  most  advantageous  terms  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

In  the  history  of  our  public  improvements  there  has  never  been, 
in  this  respect,  a  more  propitious  period. 

Economy  being  the  present,  and  true  policy  of  Pennsylvania,  it 
would  seem  only  necessary  to  point  out  the  great  saving  to  the  State, 
which  the  completion  of  this  line  will  effect,  to  insure  the  active  co¬ 
operation  of  every  one  in  its  favor. 

It  must  be  evident  that  the  Shenango  line  cannot  be  expected  to 
yield  much  revenue  until  the  connection  is  made  with  the  Lake.  Its 
whole  trade  must  necessarily  be  of  a  local  character,  and  the  rich 
and  inexhaustible  mines  of  coal  which  line  its  borders,  must  remain 
comparatively  dormant,  until  the  grand  outlet  to  the  Lake  market  is 
opened.  What  could  have  been  the  present  condition  of  the  great 
Erie  canal,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  had  it  been  only  finished  to 
within  forty-five  miles  of  the  Lake,  and  then  stopped?  Where 
would  have  been  the  revenue  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars  an¬ 
nually,  which  that  State  now  derives  from  that  canal  ?  Such  a 
termination  of  that  improvement,  would  certainly  at  this  day,  ap¬ 
pear  very  ridiculous  ;  and  yet,  it  would  not  in  any  degree  be  more 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  New  York,  than  the  abandonment  of  our 


45 


own  Erie  canal  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

It  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  by  the  completion  of  the  Conneaut 
line,  the  State  is  not  to  derive  toll,  merely,  on  the  forty-five  and  a 
half  miles,  but  on  the  whole  distance  to  the  Ohio  river,  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-six  miles ;  and  that  a  great  trade  is  to  be  at  once 
introduced  upon  the  Pennsylvania  works,  from  which,  without  this 
last  link,  she  must  be  forever  debarred. 

Up  to  the  year  1835,  the  States  beyond  the  western  termination 
of  the  Erie  canal,  had  but  little  surplus  to  export.  In  that  year, 
15,935  tons  of  wheat  and  flour  were  shipped  on  the  canal  at  Buffalo! 
In  1841,  only  six  years  afterwards,  it  had  increased  to  131,114  tons, 
equal  to  1,300,000  barrels,  and  during  this  interval,  an  immense 
quantity  of  the  products  of  the  west,  was  shipped  by  way  of  Canada, 
through  the  Welland  canal ;  so  that  the  gross  total  in  1841,  amounted 
to  331,500  tons.  From  an  official  return  of  the  collector  of  Cus¬ 
toms  at  Cleveland,  it  appears  that  above  $  10,000,000  worth  of 
merchandize  passed  through  that  port  in  1840,  for  the  supply  of  the 
country  adjacent,  and  the  States  to  which  the  Ohio  canal  serves  as 
the  vehicle  of  communication. 

■Now,  how  can  the  Cleveland  and  Portsmouth  canal  or  the  cross¬ 
cut  canal,  compete  with  the  Erie  extension  for  the  great  and  increas¬ 
ing  trade  between  the  Mississippi  valley  and  western  New  York  and 
Canada  ?  A  comparison  will  shew  :  the  distance  by  canal  between 
steamboat  navigation  on  the  Ohio,  at  Portsmouth,  and  Cleveland,  is 
three  hundred  and  six  miles  ;  the  distance  by  canal  between  steam¬ 
boat  navigation  on  the  Ohio,  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  river,  and  Cleve¬ 
land,  is  one  hundred  and  forty-four  miles.  The  distance  by  canal 
from  the  latter  mentioned  point  on  the  Ohio,  to  Erie,  is  only  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  miles  ;  and,  the  Pennsylvania  and  Erie  canal 
is,  in  every  respect,  superior  to  either  of  the  others.  In  addition  to 
this,  there  cannot  at  any  future  period,  be  a  nearer  or  better  canal 
connection  made  between  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Ohio  and  the 
Lakes,  than  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  extension. 

The  superiority  of  Erie  as  a  harbor ,  is  well  known  to  all  who 
are  familiar  with  the  Lake  country.  It  was  the  first  undertaken  by 
the  General  Government,  in  the  year  1824,  and  from  that  time  for¬ 
ward,  fifteen  other  harbors  were  projected.  In  the  language  of  Col.  J. 
J.  Abeit .  “  Phis  is  the  only  harbor,  in  fact,  on  this  Lake,  in  which  a 
fleet  can  be  assembled,  and  where  it  can  be  completely  protected 
against  weather,  or  an  enemy  ;»it  is  also  one  of  the  points  of  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  commerce  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  western  States 
and  Lakes,  by  means  of  the  canals  and  railroads  already  made  and 
in  course  of  construction  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  natural 
advantages  of  this  harbor,  are  greater  than  those  at  Buffalo,  and  it  is 
undoubtedly  destined ,  at  some  future  and  not  distant  day ,  to  rival 
Buffalo  in  its  present  character  of  the  great  depot  of  the  west .” 
Captain  Williams,  the  experienced  Government  Engineer,  in  charge 
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of  the  Lake  harbors,  fully  concurs  in  these  views.  They  are  entirely 
disinteresied ;  and  the  opinions  thus  expressed,  were  given  de¬ 
liberately  to  the  General  Government :  there  can  be  no  question  of 
their  truth. 

The  recent  decision  of  the  Government  in  favor  of  building  the 
first  iron  steamer  on  the  Lakes,  at  this  port,  is  also  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  of  what  has  been  advanced.  Another  important  fact  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  Erie  harbor  is  always  open  from  three  to  six 
weeks  earlier  in  the  spring,  than  the  harbor  at  Buffalo,  an  advantage 
to  business  men  at  that  particular  season  which  they  well  know  how 
to  appreciate.  But  independent  of  the  general  trade  which  must  seek 
this  canal  as  its  natural,  most  convenient  and  cheapest  outlet,  and  of 
all  considerations  which  ought  to  govern  Pennsylvania  in  establish¬ 
ing  and  supporting  this  port,  the  only  hold  she  has  upon  the  confines 
of  the  vast  Lake  region,  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  the  ccal  trade , 
alone ,  from  the  Shenango  valley  of  Lake  Erie,  offers  ample  induce¬ 
ment  for  a  far  more  liberal  appropriation  than  the  small  pittance 
required  to  bring  the  canal  into  successful  operation.  Those  who 
have  used  this  particular  coal,  unite  in  testifying  to  its  superiority 
over  any  other  Bituminous  coal  yet  found  in  the  United  States,  and 
an  immense  body  of  it  lies  along  the  canal,  at  an  average  distance  of 
less  than  fifty  miles  from  Erie.  When  every  thing  else  might  fail, 
this  staple  article  of  consumption  is  a  sure  source  of  revenue.  Coal 
of  an  inferior  quality  to  this  has  been  delivered  by  the  Ohio  canal  at 
Cleveland,  and  its  use  gradually  spreading  along  the  Lake,  and  into 
New  York  and  Canada,  and  amongst  the  steamboats;  but  a  little  time 
will  elapse  until  coal  shall  become  the  universal  fuel  at  every  city 
and  village  and  workshop  within  its  reach.  Upon  the  completion  of 
this  canal,  coal  can  be  sold  at  Erie  for  9  cents,  or  less,  per  bushel,  or 
about  $2  70  per  ton.  It  will  then  be  cheaper  than  wood. 

Look  for  a  moment  at  the  wonderful  increase  in  the  coal  business 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  State.  In  1824, 
there  were  but  9,541  tons  sent  to  market,  whilst  in  1841,  there  were 
one  million  and  fifty-seven  thousand  tons ;  and  the  Bituminous  coal 
trade  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg  has  been  regularly  increasing  almost 
as  rapid.  Similar  results  may  confidently  be  anticipated  in  this 
region. 

The  people  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  have  watched  with  painful 
anxiety  for  the  long  promised  completion  of  this  work,  with  which 
their  welfare  is  so  intimately  interwoven ;  and  they  hope  that  when, 
its  actual  condition  is  fully  understood,  and  that  when  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  is  convinced  that  it  is  required  by  the  best  interests  of  the  State, 
that  so  large  a  portion  as  one  hundred  thousand  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  may  be  materially  benefitted  without  injury  to  any  other  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Commonwealth,  they  will  not  hesitate  to  enter  at  once, 
heart  and  hand  into  the  cause,  and  throw  open  this  great  avenue  of 
trade. 

That  the  finances  of  the  State  are  much  embarrassed,  cannot  be 
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denied ;  but  when  we  can  point  out  to  the  Legislature  where  they 
possess  the  means  necessary  to  effect  this  great  object  without  resort¬ 
ing  to  foreign  loans,  it  cannot  be  believed  that  so  important  a  State 
interest  can  be  longer  overlooked. 

That  the  expenditure  of  $3,091  844,  already  made  upon  the  Erie 
extension,  (when  so  small  a  sum  as  $200,000  only,  is  required  to 
bring  this  whole  capital  into  active  employment,)  should  be  irre¬ 
trievably  lost  to  the  State  for  want  of  a  just  conception  of  the  case  by 
an  intelligent  Legislature,  would  be  a  tale  almost  too  romantic  to  be 
entertained  by  any  Pennsylvanian. 

There  are  two  modes  of  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  to  complete 
this  work,  either  of  which,  if  adopted,  will  effect  the  end  in  view. 
The  first,  without  an  addition  to  the  present  amount  of  currency,  and 
the  second,  with  an  increase  of  the  Relief  Notes,  authorized  by  the  act 
of  the  4th  May,  1841. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  still 
holds  a  considerable  amount  of  State  funds,  deposited  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The  Bank  offered  to  pay 
this  in  Relief  Notes,  with  a  premium  of  8  per  cent.,  which  offer  was 
refused  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature  at  their  last  session. — 
Now,  if  the  present  Legislature  would  appropriate,  say  $200,000  of 
this  sum,  to  the  completion  of  the  Conneaut  line,  and  agree  to  take 
the  money,  even  at  par,  the  canal  can  be  finished.  Should  this  pro¬ 
ject  fail,  let  the  Legislature  authorize  the  appropriation  of  $200,000 
to  the  Conneaut  line,  to  be  raised  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
4th  May,  1841,  provided  any  accepting  Bank  under  that  act  will 
take  the  loan  and  make  the  issue.  Either  of  these  propositions  is 
within  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt,  and  either  of  them,  if 
carried  out,  will  afford  the  means  of  completing  the  original  magnifi¬ 
cent  design  of  connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Lakes,  within  our 
own  territory. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


J.  MITCHELL,  Supervisor. 
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RECAPITULATION 

Of  Credits  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General,  for  wotH. 
done  on  the  Shenango  Line  of  the  Erie  Extension  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Canal,  in  pursuance  of  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  7tl> 
April,  1842  : 


Bearing  inte- 
rest  from  1st 
May,  1841. 

Bearing  inte¬ 
rest  from  7th 
April,.  1842. 

Total. 

On  Sections, 

$16,088  24| 

$25,349  58 

$41,437  82! 

Locks, 

•7,031  40 

20,737  26! 

27,768  66! 

Bridges, 

2,168  03! 

1,653  94 

3,821  97! 

Clearing  Sections, 

1,299  00f 

5,405  56 

6,704  56i 

Waste  Wiers, 

169  56! 

7,878  55 

8,048  11! 

Fences, 

299  51! 

299  51| 

Damages, 

5,700  00 

5,709  00 

$32,755  76 

$61,024  89! 

$93,780  65! 

GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 


©n  Conneaut  Line, 

76,038  28| 

243,949 

99 

319,988  27! 

Shenango  Line, 

32,755  76 

61,024 

89! 

;  93,780  65| 

$108,794  04| 

$304,974 

88! 

$413,768  93| 
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RECAPITULATION 

Of  credits  entered  on  the  Books  of  the  Auditor  General,  for  work 
done  on  the  Conneaut  Line,  Erie  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  7th  April, 
1842. 


Bearing  inter¬ 
est  from  1st 
May,  1841. 

Bearing  inter¬ 
est  from  7th 
April,  1842. 

Total. 

On  Sections, 

$25,756 

19| 

$72,214  29| 

$97,970  494 

Locks, 

38,444  584 

164,419  144 

202,863  73 

Aqueducts, 

7,423 

014 

7,423  014 

Culverts, 

1,093 

99| 

5,251  21| 

6,345  214 

Bridges, 

783 

31 

1,259  18 

2,042  49 

Water  lime, 

630 

06 

630  06 

Fences, 

Incidental  &  con* 

1,252 

56f 

507  30 

1,759  86| 

tingent, 

31 

00 

298  85 

329  85 

Damages, 

623 

55| 

623  554 

$76,038  26| 

$243,949  99 

$319,988  27! 

STATEMENT 

Of  the  cost  of  abandonment  of  the  Conneaut  Line  of  the  Erie 

Extension. 


Items. 


No.  1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


Total  loss  by  aban¬ 
donment. 


Estimated  damages  to  contractors  on 
amount  under  contract,  yetunfinished, 

Damages  to  land  owners,  on  file  in 
Canal  Commissioners’  office,  not 
yet  acted  upon, 

Damage  cases  acted  on  by  the  Board, 
not  paid  or  settled, 

Damage  cases  not  yet  applied  for,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  estimated 
to  average  $500  each, 


$40,000  00 

80,000  00 

88.500  00 

97.500  00 
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5.  One  hundred  and  ten  cases  damages  for 

land  occupied  by  prism  of  canal,  aver¬ 
age  $250  each 

6.  Interest  on  amount  of  cost  already  in¬ 

curred,  from  ConneautLake  to  Lake 
Erie,  5  per  cent,  on  $1,342,312  20, 
until  1861,  say  18  years,  the  average 
period  of  reimbursement, 

7.  Capital  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  average 

period  of  reimbursement. 


27,500  00 


1,208,080  98 
1,342,312  20 


$2,883,893  18 

s  " 


REPORT 


OF 


J.  B.  MOORHEAD, 

» 

SUPERVISOR  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  RAILROAD. 


To  the  President  and  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  obedience  to  vour  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report,  accompanied  by  tabular  state¬ 
ments  exhibiting  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the  su¬ 
pervisor’s  department,  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad, 
since  it  came  under  my  charge  : 

The  road  being  formerly  divided  into  several  sections,  with  a 
separate  supervisor  for  each,  it  was  necessary  to  combine  their 
several  reports,  to  ascertain  the  general  result. 

On  the  first  of  April  last,  the  whole  road,  82  miles  in  length, 
was  placed  under  my  care  by  the  Board,  as  supervisor,  and  1  am 
therefore  able  to  give  a  full  statement  of  its  affairs  since  that  time  ; 
but  as  I  have  had  charge  of  this  department  only  since  the  1st  of 
April,  and  as  there  are  no  books  or  papers  in  my  possession  to 
furnish  certain  data  for  the  four  months  preceding,  my  statements 
will  necessarily  be  confined  to  the  eight  months,  from  April  1st  to 
Nov.  30th,  1842,  instead  of  including  the  whole  fiscal  year. 

As  I  have  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  to  dis¬ 
charge,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  supervisor,  it  was  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  that  an  assistant  supervisor  should  be  appointed  to  superintend 
the  repairs.  Mr  Joseph  Collins  has  dischaiged  the  duties  of  assistant, 
with  what  credit  to  himself  the  present  conditiou  of  the  road  will 
show. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  road,  some  parts  of  it  required  im¬ 
mediate  and  heavy  outlays  to  place  it  in  good  repair;  and  it  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  statement  No.  4,  that  this  department  was 
incumbered  with  a  debt  of  $1 12,612  71  f.  This  burden  of  old  debt 
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being  due  in- small  amounts  to  a  great  number  of  persons,  has  been 
asource  of  endless  difficulty  and  vexation. 

The  receipts  of  the  road  tolls  being  paid  into  the  Treasury,  there 
is  no  fund  for  the  payment  of  these  claims,  except  by  appropriation 
of  the  Legislature,  or  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  passed  for  the 
benefit  of  domestic  creditors.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
same  table,  (  No.  4,)  that  I  have  paid  $8,899  44,  out  of  the  appro¬ 
priation  made  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  I  have  settled,  (by  giving 
certificates  to  the  Auditor  General,  agreeably  to  the  plan  devised  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  under  the  domestic  creditor  law,)  claims  to 
the  amount  of  $40,678  71 ;  making  in  all  settled,  $49,578  15  ;  and 
leaving  $63,034  56f,  still  unsettled. 

flie  attempt  to  discharge  these  debts,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
domestic  creditor  law,  is  found  to  be  unjust  and  oppressive  in  its 
operation— the  claims  being  generally  small  and  a  pro  rata  dividend 
only  being  paid  under  that  law,  once  in  three  months,  at  the  State 
Treasury.  The  holder  is  obliged  to  make  a  journey  to  Harrisburg, 
every  three  months,  to  obtain  a  sum  which  will  probably  not  pay  his 
travelling  expenses,  or  choose,  as  he  generally  does,  to  hold  his  claim 
without  receiving  any  thing.  Many  of  these  persons,  too,  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  system  of  curtailment  adopted  by 
the  Board,  and  in  the  present  depression  of  every  kind  of  business, 
are  reduced  to  a  state  of  absolute  want.  I  therefore,  earnestly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  Board,  to  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  propriety 
of  making  provisions  by  which  the  claims  upon  the  Commonwealth 
by  those  laboring  men  may  be  discharged  at  an  early  day. 

By  reference  to  statement  No.  2,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  road 
tolls  collected  from  April  1st  to  Nov.  30th,  1842,  (8  months,)  amount 
to  $133  885  35,  and  the  expenses  for  repairs  during  the  same  time, 

paid  and  unpaid,  amount  to  $37,047  97,  leaving  a  clear  profit  of 
$96,837  38.  r 

For  a  full  account  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  road,  I 
eave  re^er  you  to  my  report  on  motive  power,  which  shows 
the  gratifying  result  of  a  clear  profit  of  $174,097  20,  in  nine  months  ; 
and  proves  the  perfect  capacity  of  this  road,  when  economically 
managed,  to  produce  a  handsome  revenue  to  the  Commonwealth. 

From  the  reports  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1841,  (includ- 
ing  13  months,)  it  appears  that  the  expenses  for  repairs  were  $93,- 
254  78,  affording  an  average  of  $7,173  44  per  month.  The  present 
report  shows  an  average  expense  per  month,  during  the*  last  8 
months,  of  $4,630  99,  and  my  estimate- in  statement  No.  4,  of  ex¬ 
penses  for  the  year  1843,  ($48,300,)  gives  an  average  monthly  expense 
of  $4,025.  .  This  estimate,  I  think,  will  be  found  high  enough* 

The  road  is  generally  in  good  order. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  again  recommending  to  the 
Board  the  plan  of  having  the  repairs  done  by  contract.  In  obedience 
to  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  I  advertised  to  receive  proposals  for 
keeping  in  repair  the  eastern  portion  of  the  road,  from  Parkesburg 
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to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  45  miles.  I  divided  it  Into  nine  sec¬ 
tions,  of  5  miles  each.  An  average  of  the  bids  received  for  doing 
all  ordinary  repairs  to  the  track  for  one  year  were  something  less 
than  $300  per  mile.  By  reference  to  the  cost  of  labor,  as  per  state¬ 
ment  No.  3,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expenses  under  the  present  sys¬ 
tem,  for  ordinary  repairs,  gives  an  average  of  $519  32  per  mile,  per 
annum.  I  confidently  believe  the  result  of  the  proposed  mode  of 
keeping  the  road  in  repair,  if  properly  carried  out,  would  be  fully 
equal  to  the  above  example,  and  the  road  kept  in  as  good  condition 
as  under  the  present  system. 

I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Charles  L. 
Schlatter,  Esquire,  Principal  Engineer,  for  a  more  full  statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  road  and  bridges,  and  the  repairs  required  to  be 
done  during  the  year  1843. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  MOORHEAD, 


Supervisor’s  Office, 
Parkesburg ,  Pec,  1st,  1842. 
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Supervisor , 


STATEMENT  No.  1, 

Showing  the  Supervisor's  account  with  the  State  Treasurer ♦. 

Amount  drawn  from  Treasurer  of  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners,  from  1st  April  to 

30th  November,  1842,  $38,354  71 

Amount  paid  for  repairs  during  same  period. 

See  statement  No.  3,  $29,438  34 

Amount  paid  on  debts  contracted  prior  to 

April  1st,  1842,  8,899  44 

-  38,337  78 


Balance  due  the  Commonwealth, 


16  93 


71 


STATEMENT  No.  2, 

Shoiving  the  amount  of  road  tolls  collected  from  April  1st ,  1842, 
.  to  November  30,  1842,  and  the  expenses  of  repairs  during  the 
same  period. 

Amount  of  roctd  tolls  collected  as  per 

report  of  collectors,  $133,885  35 

Amount  paid  for  current  expenses  of  re¬ 
pairs.  See  statement  No.  3,  $29,438  34 

Amount  of  expenses  unpaid.  See  state¬ 
ment  No.  3,  7,609  63 

-  37,047  97 


Excess  of  tolls  over  expenses,  $96,837  38 


STATEMENT  No.  3, 


Of  expenses  for  repairs,  from  April  1st,  1842,  to  Nov  30  th,  1842. 


Amount  paid. 

Amount  due. 

Total. 

For  assistant  supervisor, 

foreman  and  laborers, 

$22,182  02 

$6,207  83 

$28,389  85 

For  smith  work, 

363  95| 

45  00 

408  95f 

For  carpenter  work  and 

repairs  to  scales, 

520  87£ 

48  00 

568  87 

For  lumber,  cross  ties,  &c. 

,  1,023  13 

79  26 

1,102  39£ 

For  castings,  chairs,  &c., 

5,057  06 

1,229  54 

6,286  60 

For  miscellaneous,  sta- 

tionary  and  printing. 

131  93 

131  93 

For  hardware,  tools,  &c., 

159  37 

159  37 

$29,438  34 

$7,609  63 

$37,047  97 
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STATEMENT  No.  4, 


Showing  the  amount  due  for  repairs ,  April  1,  1842,  and  an  esti - 
\mate  of  the  amount  required  for  repairs  for  1843. 


Amount  due  for  repairs,  November  30, 

,  1841,  as  per 

report  of  Joseph  Mosher, 

* 

$41,602 

77| 

Estimated  expense  from  November  30, 

1841,  to  April 

1,  1842, 

5,964 

27 

Amount  due  for  repairs,  November  30, 

1841, as  per 

report  of  Joseph  Collins, 

59,081 

40 

Estimated  expense  from  November 

30,  1841,  to 

April  1,  1842, 

5,964 

27 

Total  amount  due  April  1,  1842,  $112,612  71f 

Deduct  amount  paid  by  present  super¬ 
visor,  $8,899  44 

Deduct  amount  of  certificates  to  Auditor 
General,  agreeably  to  the  provision 
of  domestic  cieditor  law,  40,678  71 

-  49,578  15 


Amount  to  be  provided  for  by  appropriation,  $63,034  56f 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairs  for  1843,  as  follows : 


Eighty-two  miles  ordinary  repairs, 

Repair  of  bridges, 

Cross  ties  and  mud  sills, 

Water  stations, 

Castings, 

Smith  work,  tools,  &c., 

Miscellaneous, 

Amount  of  appropriation  required  for  1843, 

Amount  of  appropriation  required  for  debts  contracted 
prior  to  April  1st,  1842, 


$36,600 

00 

3,500 

00 

1,800 

00 

400 

00 

4,500 

00 

1,000 

00 

500 

00 

$48,300 

00 

$63,034 

56 

REPORT 


OF 


JOHN  SNODGRASS, 

SUPERINTENDENT1  OF  MOTIVE  POWER,  AND  SUPERVISOR  OF 
REPAIRS,  ON  THE  ALLEGHENY  PORTAGE  RAILROAD 


To  the  Hon .  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners: 

Gentdembn:— 1  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  report, 
pertaining  to  the  motive  power  and  repair  departments  on  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Portage  railroad.  In  order  to  render  the  remarks  I  may 

FopeV^p^ns?  ^  P°SSible’  1  WH1  arran^  thei^nder  their 

dePartraent  on  this  improvement  has  been 
conducted  during  the  last  year,  on  the  most  economical  plan  that 
uggested  itself  to  my  mind.  Every  curtailment  of  expenditure  that 

was  Proem?;temd;di:lhOUt  ^ ^  ****"*  °f  the  deP~ > 
tbi«n  T/  l3iSt  state^nen^to  the  Board,  I  asserted  that  the  expenses  of 

$10  000P  Thp  ’  f°!tthr  PaSt  fiTl  year’  might  be  reduced  at  least 
\0,°t00'  The  re®uIt  of  mY  endeavors  to  accomplish  this  desirable 
object,  has  more  than  realized  my  anticipations. 

he  average  annual  expenditures  for  the  years  1839,  ’40  and  ’41 

amounted  ,°  tSS, 053  45,  while  for  1843,  they  amounted  to  $70  ! 

427  24,  showing  a  decrease  of  $14,636  22.  This  has  been  effected 

u  ln*f°  uWln®  rn?niier:  Tlle  workmen  employed  at  the  depots  at 
Hollidaysburg  and  Johnstown,  and  at  the  stationary  engines  «  the 
planes,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  at  each  of  the  places  men! 
ioned,  were  dismissed  on  the  15th  of  December,  1841,  and  not  re¬ 
engaged  until  the  last  of  February,  1842.  Those  men,  whose  ser- 

d^g^u“searseoCfed  °n‘y  0ne‘ha,f  the  ">**  ^  lh- 

In  addition  to  this,  four  locomotives  were  dispensed  with  which 
with  other  curtadments  caused  the  aforesaid  debase  ill  the  Tx  £ 

flch  Of  tbVTd  lat’  >y  “’g  a  certain  number  of  mechanics  in 
each  of  the  depots,  about  the  last  of  February,  all  the  necessary 
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repairs  could  be  made  to  the  locomotives  in  time  for  the  opening  of 
the  navigation.  By  a  strict  adherence  to  this  course,  the  sum  saved 
during  the  past  year  may  be  saved  to  the  Commonwealth,  annually. 

On  ihe  12th  of  December,  1841,  the  business  of  transportation, 
ceased,  and  the  road  remained  inactive  from  that  period  to  the  7th 
of  March  following,  and  no  interruption  occurred  from  that  time 
until  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  reports  of  the  collectors  at  Johnstown  and  Holliday sburg, 
show  that  $77,971  18,  have  been  received  for  motive  power  tolls, 
from  which,  if  you  deduct  the  expenses  of  the  department,  it  will 
leave  an  excess  in  favor  of  the  receipts  of  $7,543  95.  I  may  also 
remark,  that  all  claims  against  the  department,  have  been  settled  up 
to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  together  with  $7,271  80  on  account 
of  ropes. 

Previous  to  the  year  1841,  specific  appropriations  were  made  by 
the  Legislature  for  the  purchase  of  ropes  for  the  inclined  planes.— 
A  contract  was  entered  into  with  Smith  &  Guthrie  in  1841,  for  three 
new  ropes,  which  cost  $7,573  20,  for  which  no  appropriation  was 
asked  from  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  sum  of  $6,771  80  has  already 
been  paid  from  the  motive  power  fund. 

Seven  new  hemp  ropes  were  contracted  for  with  the  same  firm, 
on  the  2d  of  June,  1842.  The  contract  has  not  yet  been  fulfilled, 
but  I  have  every  assurance  that  the  ropes  will  be  manufactured  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the  spiing. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  a  contract  was  en¬ 
tered  into  with  John  A.  Roebling,  Esq.,  for  one  wire  rope  for  plane 
No.  3,  which  was  placed  on  the  plane  and  used  for  sometime;  but 
before  its  utility  could  be  fully  tested,  it  was  perceived  that  the 
foundation  of  the  machinery  was  entirely  too  defective  to  permit  the 
result  of  the  experiment  to  be  fully  ascertained.  It  was,  therefore, 
taken  off  the  plane  and  the  hemp  rope  re-placed.  It  is  intended, 
however,  to  repair  the  foundation  thoroughly,  and  to  alter  the  ma¬ 
chinery  in  such  manner  as  will  render  the  operations  of  the  wire 
cable  more  effective,  and  prevent  it  from  slipping  with  any  load 
which  may  be  attached  to  it.  Five  hundred  dollars  have  been  paid 
on  account  of  the  wire  cable,  from  the  motive  power  fund,  which, 
together  with  the  amount  paid  on  hemp  ropes,  makes  up  the  sum  of 
$7,271  80,  as  before  stated. 

There  will  be  six  new  ropes  required  to  be  contracted  for  next 
season,  if  the  wire  rope  answer  the  purpose  at  No.  3.  But  if  it 
should  not,  it  will  be  necessary  to  contract  for  seven. 

There  are,  at  the  present  time,  12  locomotives  on  the  road,  which, 
by  being  repaired  when  necessary,  may  be  depended  on  to  do  the 
business,  without  purchasing  any  new  ones  for  several  years.  For 
the  present  condition  of  the  locomotives,  I  would  refer  you  to  the 
tabular  statement  giving  that  information. 

The  members  of  the  Board  are  aware,  that  I  have  urged,  time  after 
time,  in  my  annual  reports,  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth’s 
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placing  trucks  on  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  section  boats  over  this  improvement.  The  last  Legislature 
having  passed  an  act,  authorizing  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  effect 
this  desirable  object;  incompliance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Board,  I  have  entered  into  contracts  with  responsible  individuals  for 
the  construction  of  the  requisite  number  of  sets  of  trucks,  both  for 
this  and  the  Columbia  railroad.  The  trucks  will  be  in  readiness  at 
the  opening  of  the  spring  navigation,  so  that  the  Commonwealth 
will  be  prepared  to  reap  the  advantages  of  the  system  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  approaching  season. 

The  new  boat  plane,  which  is  now  being  constructed  at  the  head 
of  the  basin  at  Hollidaysburg,  is  progressing  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
It  will  be  completed  before  the  commencement  of  transportation  over 
the  road  in  the  spring.  The  boat  plane  at  Johnstown,  which  has 
been  purchased  by  the  Commonwealth,  is  in  good  order  and  preoared 
for  business  at  any  time. 

I  look  upon  the  consummation  of  this  project,  as  the  most  auspi¬ 
cious  event  that  could  have  taken  place  for  the  interest  of  the  im¬ 
provements.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  that  the  truck  system  will 
be  attended  by  an  important  increase  of  revenue  from  this  road  and 
the  public  works  generally.  This  will  be  effected,  without  the  least 
additional  burthen  being  placed  upon  the  Commonwealth,  as  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  use  of  the  trucks  will  undoubtedly  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  pay  ail  the  expenses  incurred  in  their  construction,  and 
bringing  the  system  into  successful  operation. 

I  have  commenced  building  two  eight-wheeled  passenger  cars, 
together  with  the  necessary  number  of  smaller  ones,  and  baggage 
cars,  all  of  which,  you  may  depend,  will  be  in  readiness  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  navigation  in  the  spring,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
State  to  convey  all  passengers  over  the  road.  It  will  devolve  upon 
the  Board,  in  order  to  carry  the  plan  into  operation,  and  to  insure  its 
complete  success,  without  being  an  inconvenience  to  the  transport¬ 
ers,  to  fix  the  amount  of  tolls  that  the  companies  will  be  required  to 
pay  on  each  through-passenger.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
charging  $1  25  on  each  through-passenger,  to  be  paid  by  the  com¬ 
panies  to  the  collectors  of  tolls,  and  applied  to  the  motive  power 
fund.  By  adopting  this  suggestion,  a  revenue  will  be  realized  suffi¬ 
cient  to  cover  all  the  expenses  arising  from  the  adoption  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  and  carrying  it  into  effect.  It  would,  likewise,  be  expedient  for 
the  Board  to  establish  a  rate  of  fare  for  way  passengers,  to  be  col¬ 
lected  by  the  agent  of  the  Commonwealth  and  paid  over  to  the  col¬ 
lectors. 

The  repair  department  was  placed  under  my  supervision  in  Febru¬ 
ary  last.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season,  I  resolved  upon  the 
adoption  of  a  new  system  in  the  management  of  the  department.— 
Heretofore  the  repairs  had  been  kept  up  by  men  employed  by  the 
day,  who  were  superintended  by  a  supervisor  and  ten  foremen.  I 
felt  convinced  that  it  would  be  more  economical  to  adopt  the  contract 
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system  in  making  the  repairs,  which  induced  me  to  divide  the  road 
into  sections  and  let  them  to  good  and  responsible  contractors,  who 
were  bound  to  maintain  the  superstructure  and  do  all  the  necessary 
repairs,  for  a  stipulated  sum. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  repair  department  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  January,  1843,  amounts  to  $23,- 
295  95£.  I  make  out  the  statement  up  to  that  period,  as  the  con¬ 
tracts  entered  into,  do  not  terminate  until  the  close  of  the  year, 
when  nothing  will  be  left  due  or  unpaid. 

The  road  is  at  present  in  good  order,  and  I  feel  confident  if  the 
same  system  be  pursued,  the  expenditures  for  1843,  will  be  reduced 
nearly  $5,000.  At  the  time  the  making  of  repairs  was  let  by  con¬ 
tract,  bidders  were  unacquainted  with  the  actual  expenses  which 
caused  good  men  to  bid  high.  Now,  that  experience  has  shown  the 
cost,  it  may  be  safel  v  inferred  that  this  will  not  occur  again.  If  we 
take  the  average  sum  expended  annually  for  the  three  years  preced¬ 
ing  the  past,  which  amounts  to  $76,083  14,  it  will  show  a  saving 
to  the  Commonwealth  for  one  year  alone,  of  $52,787  18;  which  is 
quite  as  much  as  I  anticipated  when  the  department  was  placed  un¬ 
der  my  charge.  By  adding  this  curtailment  to  the  saving  in  the 
motive  power  department,  we  will  have  the  sum  of  $67,313  40, 
saved  during  the  past  year.  Ten  thousand  dollars  of  the  amount 
saved  in  the  repair  department  can  be  accounted  for  as  follows  : — 
five  men  have  necessarily  been  employed  by  the  motive  power  de¬ 
partment  in  working  each  of  the  planes.  The  repairs  of  the  planes 
were  kept  up  by  the  supervisor  of  repairs,  until  the  last  year,  during 
which  they  were  repaired  by  the  hands  employed  in  working  the 
planes,  at  such  times  as  there  was  but  little  business  being  done  on 
the  road.  By  pursuing  this  plan,  the  men  were  constantly  engaged 
in  a  manner  profitable  to  the  State. 

In  order  to  show  that  the  amount  saved  in  the  repair  department 
for  the  year  1842,  may  be  saved  during  every  subsequent  year, 
or  as  long  as  the  iron  railing  will  last ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  satisfy¬ 
ing  every  candid  man  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  facts,  I  have 
carefully  made  out  the  following  statement,  containing  an  estimate  of 
the  expenses  of  the  repair  department  for  the  year  1843,  which  I 
feel  confident  in  assuring  the  Board,  will  not,  in  any  case,  be  ex¬ 
ceeded.  All  the  materials  will  be  furnished  by  contract,  which  I  am 
convinced  will  result  in  a  saving  to  the  Commonwealth,  similar  to 
that  which  has  attended  the  contract  system  generally. 


For  maintaining  the  superstructure  of  the  road,  $10,000  00 

12,000  ties,  at  25  cents,  3,000  00 

20,000  feet  of  white  oak  string  timber,  at  3  cents,  600  00 

5,000  feet  of  white  oak  sheeve  timber,  at  2  cts.  100  00 

10,000  feet  3in.  hemlock  plank,  at  2  cents,  200  00 

5,000  feet  3in.  white  oak  plank,  at  2§  cents,  125  00 

5,000  feet  2in.  white  oak  plank,  at  1|  cents,  87  50 
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For  5,000  feet  2in.  pine  plank,  at  H  cents, 
Castings, 

Iron,  nails,  &c., 

Smith  work, 

50,000  lap  shingles,  at$3  perm., 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 

Amount  for  repairs  of  1843, 


75  00 
2,600  00 
1,000  00 
600  00 
150  00 
1,502  50 

$20,000  00 


184;  !,  n  *  o  ,  ’  y°"  T'“  perceive  ‘hat  the  expenses  of 
1843,  will  be  *3,29o  0  >  less  than  those  of  the  past  year.  By  strict 

economy  and  management,  for  the  be.tinte.est  of  the  State,  this  cur- 

tailment  will  not  only  continue  for  one  year,  but  it  can  be  effected  for 

be  wom  om!Uentyeai’lln  Ule  "'0n  ra'ling  WiH  become  useless  or 


RESERVOIRS. 

Ilaving  been  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Eastern  and 

estein  Reservoirs,  it  has  only  become  necessary  for  me  to  disburse 

le  funds,  as  set  apart  by  the  Board  for  the  payment  of  contractors 
the  work  having  been  suspended.  contractors, 

tion^ofU|h  ltnotbeadvisablee''en  in  the  present  embarrassed  condi- 

J0"  /  ””'’tary  concerns  ,of  the,  c°»n'ry,  to  complete  the  reser- 

voir.  .  A  very  laige  amount  has  already  been  expended  on  these 

hnitl! expensive  part  of  the  work  has  been  finished— such  as 

done  !|f°"?h  :Ul0n’iPUU"lg  111  C!,stin£s-  &c.,  and  little  remains  to  be 

the  a’momat  theSmie  ?  ®'t!bankments-  Taking  into  consideration 
r  *  tne  btate  might  lose  in  one  season,  should  the  waters  be 

as  low  as  they  have  been  during  some  former  seasons,  in  this  section 

of  country,  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  Board  to  recommend  the 

reservoirs™  considei'atiotl  ‘he  policy  of  completing  the 


I  stated  in  a  former  report,  that  the  old  debts  due  by  the  supervi- 
s  department  on  this  road,  at  the  time  it  was  placed  under  my 
charge,  amounted  to  $82,550.  I  hope  yon  will  no.  fail  to  urge  uimn 
the  Legislature  the  necessity  of  making  some  provisions  for  Pthp 
speedy  settlement  of  these  halms.  M?ny  of  those To whom  the 
State  is  indented  have  large  families  depending  upon  their  daily  labor 

for  sustenance,  and  their  services  not  being  required  on  .he  road 

weeayhheiintZ  heneetl0f  tl,em?ne7  due  lllem  by  llie  Common- 
wealth.  It  has  oeen  ascerlained  that  the  check  rolls  for  labor  per- 
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formed,  amount  to  about  $40,000.  If  this  could  be  paid,  it  would 
relieve  many  a  destitute  family. 

The  poor  creditors  of  the  Commonwealth  along  the  road  had  lived 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  portion  of  their  claims  on  the  1st  of 
November  last,  but  at  that  time  they  were  disappointed,  there  being 
no  money  in  the  Treasury  to  pay  any  part  thereof.  Would  it  not 
be  in  accordance  with  justice  to  pay  the  amount  due  for  labor  out  of 
the  first  receipts  of  the  Treasury?  No  portion  of  the  community 
will  suffer  more  from  deferring  the  payment  of  the  domestic  creditors, 
than  those  who  earn  their  livelihood  by  their  daily  labor. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  SNODGRASS,  Sup't. 


J 


Statement  showing  a  comparison  between  the  Receipts  and  Expendi¬ 
tures  of  the  Motive  Power  Department. 


Amount  of  motive  power  tolls  collected 
during  the  fiscal  year,  at  Hollidaysburg, 
Amount  of  motive  power  tolls  collected 
during  same  time  at  Johnstown, 

Motive  power  expenses  during  the  fiscal 
year,  ending  November  30th,  1842, 


$36,691  87 


41,279  31 

- $77,971  18 

70,427  23  * 


Excess  of  tolls  over  expenses, 


$7,543  95 


Statement  showing  a  comparison  between  the  Railroad  Tolls,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  Repair  Department. 


Amount  of  railroad  tolls  collected  at  Hoili- 
daysbuig, 

Amount  ol  railroad  tolls  collected  at  Johns¬ 
town, 

Expenses  of  repair  department, 


$23,775  22 
22,512  00 

■ - - - $46,287  22 

23,295  95 


Excess  in  favor  of  railroad  tolls, 


$22,991  27 


Excess  of  motive  power  tolls  over  expenses, 
do  do  railroad  do  do  do 


$7,543  95 
22,991  27 


Excess  of  the  whole 
expenses, 


receipts  of  the  road  over  the  whole 

$30,535  22 
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